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M 4 much as in me 1s, Tam ready to 
preach the Goſpel to you that are at 
Rome alſo. 


He great DoGtor of the Gertiles 
St. Panl, dire&s this Epiſtle to 
|. all the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
 * at Rome, tempering his Apoſto- 
Authority, with much Charity, and 
Kor, inlinuating his good Opinwn 
A 2 of 


Ver. 6, 


Ver. 7 
V, 


'preſſions, to bring them off from 


* prayed for, in regard of their Chtiſtu 
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of their Sincerity, tho attended with 
the Weakneſs and Imperfe&ion of Lear: 
ners, who are uſually too retentive of 
their former Prejudices, and Prepofe(: 
fions, and therefore ſtand in need « 
clear Demonſtrations, and frequent In 


Religion delivered and endeared tc 
them by - Tradition from their Father; 
and to confirm and eſtabliſh them in 
new Doctrine. 

After he had magnified his own Of 
fice, by intimating his extraordinary 
Call and Separation unto the Goſpel of Gull 
#2: the firſt verſe of this Chapter ; that I 
might not any ways advance himſelf, o-* 
the diſcouragement of their Infant-Gra 
ces, and hopeful Diſpoſitions ; he owns | 
them alſo to be the Called of Feſus Chni 
in another Capacity, and digniftes theq| 
with the Titles of the Beloved of Gu 
and Saints, ſuch as he gave Thanks r 
Principles, which made Rome now mot P 
truly renowned, and honourably jp # 
of throughout the World , than allht N 
former Grandeur, Wiſdom, and 
ning. 1 

Occumenius gives this Reafon of ! 
precedeney of this Epiſtle, becaule 


# 


To the Romans. 


was written to ſuch,as had not only the 
gdvrantage of a Civil and Philoſophical 
Education, but were alſo initiated 1n t 

'« of Worſbip of the true God, according to 
Ae) the Revelations of the Goſpe/ ; yet to 
1 of keep them humble and teachable, he 
Im liggeſts to them their want of many 


with 


ut . 
tothe Settlement, and Growth of their 


che Eath and Comfort 3 the fraftifving of 
-1 2]; their fair Bloſſoms, and the ripening of 


; things, of ſome Spiritual Gift, 1n order y.;,,, 


their tender Fruit : Thave ofientinzcs pur- V+ 13+ 


Of] ſed to come unto you, that 1 might have 
ard owe Fruit among you alſo, even as among 
Gy, #ker Gentiles. For the DoctrinesT teach, 
|. ae ſuch,as will not only give VV3ſdom to 
If of. te Simple, and Barbarous, but improve 
| the Knowledg of the Wiſe ; and there- 
"x: lore in that reſpe&t, as fit tobe preached 
8. at Atherrs, or at Rome, as in the moſt ob- 
hens Cure and/ignorant parts of the World 3 
Gl Jea ſuch arc your defefts in Knowledg 
a 40d Faith, that I am obliged, by my 
Commiſſion, to inſtrut you; I am 4 
Debtor both 10 the Greeks,ard Barbarians 3 
+l the Wiſe, and to the Unwiſe, So, as 
þ much as in me is, I am ready to preach 
\ te Goſpel to you that are at Rome 


0, 


iſe A3 From 
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From theſe Words, ſome have oh- 
ferved St. Paul's Chearfulneſs, and Con- 


rage, his Readineſs and: Reſolution, in | 


diſcharge of his Mimiſiry ; as a Pattern 
worthy to be imitated by all of his Or- 
der,and Calling; for as much as neither 
the Power, nor Prejudices of Rome, the 
Seat of the World's Empire, and Learn- 
me, did in the leaſt difhearten him from 
Preaching the Goſpel there : Where the 
Articles of pure Faith, and the incon- 
ceiveable, or at leaft, inexplicable My- 


ſeries, of the Chriſtian Religion, were | 
more likely to-be rejected with ſcorn, | 


than received ir Love; and where ſuch a 
plain Preacher, as came not'in the way 


of Human Wiſdom, or Excelencies of - | 


Speech, was like to perſwade bur little ; 
yet he is ready,and reſolved as God ſhall 
enable him, as awmch as in him s, to 
preach this Goſpel at Rome 3 as he ſpeaks 
Emphatically, at Rome alſo 3 a Place fo 
famous, for the general Concourſe of 
the Wiſe and knowing Men of the 
World. 

| T cannot diſallow of this Sence of the 
Words, which would afford us very 
profitable matter of Diſcourte 3: yetl 
humbly conceive, they are very capa- 


ble of another Meaning, 2iz. That our 
; Apo- 


_— .— 
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to the Romans; 


Apoſtle, was the more deſirous to preach 
the Goſpel at Rome, becauſe there was 
ſtill a great mixture of Jxdaiſme, and 
Gentiliſme, even in the Chriſtianity of 
that Place z and thoſe that he calls Sarmts, 
were but imperfeRly ſuch, right m Fun- 
damentals, but in many refoetts need- 
ing Reformation of their Errors, as well 
2s Settlement, and firmer grounding in 
the true Belief: 

Though St. Peter were the Apoſile of 
the Jews, as St. Pani of the Gentiles 3 
and each ſuperintended their proper 
Dioceſs int all places where they met 5 as 
at Antioch, and afterwards at Rome, or- 
daming diſtin *Bz/ſhops to ſucceed in 


\ both Cities 3 and making allthe Fews in 


each under the Charge of one, and the 
Gentiles of another 3 (as the Learned 
Dr. Hammond hath abundantly proved, 
to the utter overthrow of St Peter's Su- 
prematy, and Univerſal Paſtorſhip:) yet 
& St, Peter, before any Agreement be 
tween themſelves to the contrary, 
preaches the Goſpel to Cornelivs a Gentile, 
and his Family. So St. Pal here writes 
to Jews and Gentiles both, and deſires 
to have an' opportunity to preach the 


| (oſpel to them in common. 


He had upon ſeveral Occalions en+ 
A 4 COul- 
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tountred the Jews in their Synagogues, 
and diſputed with the Greeks in their 


moſt famous Cities 3 at Athens, Corinth, 


Epheſus, and elſewhere ; ereCting where 
ever he came,ſome honourable Trophies 
of the Power and Prevalency of his 
Maſter's Goſpel. 

He deſires now to carry his Spiritual 
Arms, and Forces, to the Tmperidl City, 
not to make himſelf, but Chriſtianity e- 
minent,and victorious 3 to triumph not 
only over the Vices, and Immoralities, 
bat the very Religioz, or rather, the re- 
mainder of Syperſtitior: in that Place, by 
ſhewing them how weak the Fewiſb Dil- 
penſation, and how altogether ineffe- 
ual the Preceptsof the Gertile Philoſo- 
phy were, to make Men truly happy ; 
that neither Gertiles by their Natural 
Works, nor Fews by their Legal Obe- 
dience, could be juſtified : but yet both 
were equally capable of Salvation by the 
Goſpel, which he is ſo ready to preach to 


them. It hath been obſerved, that in | 


all the Churches of the Apoſtle's own plant- 
ine and cultivation, the Seeds of ſound 
and wholeſom Dodrine did more eaſily 
take Root, than Heatheniſh and Jewiſh 
Cuſtoms could be extirpated; and by his 
diſtin Addreſſes, both to Fems and 


Gene 
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to the Romans: 
Gentiles, in this Epiſtle, we may well 
conceive,this was one great inducement 
to him to preach the Goſpel,to them that 
were at Rome alſo, viz. To bring them 
off from thoſe Superſtitions which Anti- 
quity, Univerſality, and Oral Tradition, 
fad: made them too fond of. 

But if we will ſuppoſe thoſe Chriſtiar 


| Connzerts to be refined, and wholly pur- 


ged from all their former Errors, and 
Corruptions, and ſo not to need the 
preaching of theGoſpel,tor thoſe Purpoſes; 
{t is moſt plain, that there were a great 
many Jews, and Heathens, among them, 
to whom this Epiſtle was to be com- 
municated, and that many of them, 
who could by the Light of Nature eafily 
diſcover a God, and a Providence; yet 
were fallen into Idelatry, and ſuch vici- 
ous Practices,that they much wanted the 
preaching of the Goſpel a clearer Mani- 
feltation of the Juſtice and Goodneſs 
of God to recover them. 
It is not my Deſign.at preſent,to make 
a Compariſon of the Goſpel of our Savi- 
our, with the Ethrwical, or Fudaical Inſti- 
tutions, and to ſhew the great Advanta- 
es it hath of them, both 1n reſpeR of its 
ules,its Aids, Motives and Terms of Ac- 
ceptance,its 'Power and Efficacy to. ſave. 


Nor 
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Nor ſhall I enquire farther into the 
State of Rowe at that time, nor what 
' mixtures of their former Sentiments and 
Practices they retained, who came from 
the Synagogue, or from the Temples of 
Fpiter, and Apolie, into the Diſcipline 
of Chriſt, and the Services of his Church, 
. But ſhall regard only the Condition 
_ . of our Modern Koxwars, and muſt apply 
, | that Doctrine to you, for your Defence, 
and Security, in the Trath which for 
their Convidion and Recovery, 1 am 
ready, as much as in me is, to preach to 


them that are at Rome alſo. 


_ In my Diſcourſe upon theſe Words, 
'I ſhall confine my ſelf to three general 
Heads 3 ſhewing firſt of all, 


I. Thet the Romans zow ſtand in 8 
much need, if not more, of the Mi- 
niſtry of the Goſpel, as they did in onr 
Apoſile's Days. 


H. That the moſt Chriſtian and effedual 
way of promoting Ohta vra 


ing and "Perſwaſton, 


II. That thoſe who are commiſſionated 
to that Qffice, onght to be ready, and 
7p | reſolute 
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reſolute in the diſcharge of it. Of 
theſe in their Order, beginning 
with the firſt, v7z. 


I. That the Romans now ſtand in as 
muchneed, if not more, of the — of 
the Goſpel, as they did in our Apoſile's 
Days. 


The moſt dark and depraved ftate of 
Gentiliſme, did not more want the Sur 
of Righteonſneſs, the puritying Light of 
the Goſpel, the preaching of Repentance 
from dead Works, and Holineſs of Life, 
than this pretended CatholickChurch now 
doth; For not only the Roxana, but the 
Germana Fides, the noted Honeſty and 
Fidelity of thoſe Heathers, is in a manner 
quite loſt among thoſe Chriſtzars, and 
their preſent Treachery, and *Perfidiouſ- 
neſs, are as much ſpoken of, and expert 
enced throughout the World, as their 
Primitive Faith then was. 

Perhaps therewere as many,it not more 
Saints, in Nero's Houſhold, as are in his 
Holineſs's own Family, and the places 
nearelt his Influence and Inſpection 


Which gave the famous Van-Flarmire 1, v7.4 Ar: 
occaſion to declare 3 * That, if he had mini. 


* not before been ſufficiently averſe to 
"Pope- 
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<*Popery, the fight of Roxe,and its lewd 


Practices, would have given him an 
© invincible diflike. 
I ſhall not here take notice of what 


. hath been ſaid by their own Authors,of 


the Epicurean and Atheiſtical Lives of fo 
many Popes,ſcarce to be parallell'dinany 
beatheniſh Hiſtory 3 nor of the Stews, 
and tolerated Debauches of Rozre her 


* ſelf, Neither ſhould I have touched at 


Durand, lib. EO 
df. 31. 


all upon this Argument, wherein we our 
ſelves have too great a Concern, ifit 
were not moſt apparent, that their vici- 
ous Marners, are the proper Fruit of 
their corrupt Do&rines : Thoſe I mean, 
of Equivocation, Mental Reſervation, diſ- 
penſing with Oaths, breaking Faith with 


' Hereticks, &c. And thoſe other of Indul- 


gences Vendible Pardons, ealy Abſolutions, 
and Death-Bed Repentance; particularly 
their making Fornication leſs ſinful in 


' ſome, than chaſt Wedlock, and not a 


deadly Sin in any, according to the Na- 
tural Law. 

The manifold Diſorders of our Lives, 
the great Luxuriancy of Vice, and the 


decay of Piety, Fuſtice, and Sobriety a- 


mong thoſe of our own Communion, 


' require a-pathetick and powerful Mi- 


niſtry, of all the Holy Precepts, 4 
| ls, 
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ſels, Reproofs, DireQions of our bleſſed 
Saviour, and his Apoſtles, and it is need- 
ful ſtill to preach Goſpel-Reformation to 
the moſt reformed part of Chriſtendom, 
where all the Principles of Vertue are al- 
ready ſufficiently taught,and eſtabliſhed. 

But where it is a part of Mens Religion 
to be vicious, where it 1s their Duty to 
Sin, and their wicked Pra@ices derive 
from ſuch *Principles ſuch impions Do- 
&rines as make a kind of Arti-Goſpe! to 
that of our Saviour, their Spiritual E- 
ſtate is very neceſlitous and deplorable; 
they want Do@rine, as well as Exhorta- 
tion , the planting of "Paul, no leſs than 
the waterings of Apollo >» Which minds 
meto proceed, to the principal thing l 
iatend to infift upon, v7z. to ſhew, 

That the Church of Rome ſtands in 
much need of the preaching of our Saviour's 
pure Goſpel, 1n regard of the Heatheniſor, 
(if I may not ſay) Amti-Chriſtianiſm, of 
ſeveral Religious Tenents, Opinions, Cere- 
monics retained, and obſerved among 
them. 

* There is no Branch of implanted 
* Superſtition in any Son of Adam, which 
* may not ſufficiently feed it felt with 
* ſome part or other of the Rowiſh Litur- 


*$£y, or with ſome Cuſtoms by that 
* Church 
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"* Church allowed, concerning the- [vo- 
© cation of Saints, Adoration of Reliquer, 
* Worſhip of Images, or the like 3 as the 
learned Dr. Fackson obſerves. And 
what was ſpoken moregenerally by him, 
I.ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate parti- 
cularly. 

But before I come to ſpeak of their 
Opinions and Cuſtoms, give me leave to 
obſerve; T hat the very CharaGers and 
Marks of their Church, the Titles and 
Prerogatives of their *Popes, are ſuch, if 
not the very ſame, that the Heathens 
fignalized themſelves, and their High- 
Prieſt by. 1 begin - with * Bellarmin' 
firſt note of the (Þurch, and that is, 

: 1. Catholiciſm, or Univerſality, which 
(fince the Goſpel bath been preached 
- throughout the World, and both Few 
and Gentile are made one m Chriſt, are 
baptized into one Body) is no improper 
Mork of the Chxrch, but very fallly ap- 
plied by the *Papiſts, to themſelves; 
and with an Arrogance no where to be 
equalled, but among the proud Pagars, 
who boaſted. of nothing more than the 
Latitude of their Superſtition, and that 
they only were true Catholicks ;, that all 
Faith, and; Religion was theirs ; that the 


Fews were ignorant of the Gods of _ 
| ® 
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Fathers ;, obſerved the Inſtitutions of a 


private Spirit, a Lawgiver of a ſingular 


and ſeper#ing Humour 5 and therefore 
werenobetter than downright Heretrcks, 
and Schiſmaticks,a Sed diſtin from,and 
contrary unto the Religion of the whole 
World befideswhich 1sno more in effect 
than what Tacitus,one of their wiſcit and 
molt ſober Writers affirms;quo ſibi iz poſte- 
nw gentem firmaret nouos ritws contrarioſq;, 
eateris mortalibus indidit Moſes, faith 
be, that he might have a People of his 
own,inſtructed that Nation in Rztes and 
Cuſtoms quite contrary to thoſe which 
wee generally received. 

* They prophane thoſe things which 
' weeſteem Holy,and they tolerate what 
* we prohibit. 

Hitherto you ſee, who thought them- 
ſelves the Catholicks, 1f not the Roman- 
(atbolicks in thoſe days: for to note this 
by the way, it will be very hard tomake 
dence of the compoſition, by any other 
Figure than that which they uſed, when 
they denoted abſolute Univerſality, by 
Romeanus Orbis,and Romarm Imperinm 3 
and made Romanitas to (ignify the whole 
World,only that which they called Bar- 

ria av; wm. Romana Dominatio, i. e. 

umani CGreneris, (ith Florus. 

' 2. Ano- 


LS] 


Profana illic 
omnia quzx a- 
pud nos facra. 
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2. Another Mark of the Church i; 

Antiquity, which they much glory in, az 

if theirs were truly antient, and oursa 

»ovel,apſtart Religion. Notwithſtanding 

our learned Writers, have abundantly 

ſhewed, not only, when the Errors we 

rateſt againſt, were not in the Churc, 

t the particular time, and occaſion of 

the 'commencement of many of them; 

tho not a few of thoſe Tares, were ſown 

in the moſt ignorant and ſleepy Apes 

e- 1 and brought forth by ſuch gradual Al 

terations, that they might not ſo cafily 

be diſcerned in their Productions and 

Progreſs, as in their Maturity ; but this 

is beſides our preſent undertaking,which 

was only toſhew that this Pretence alſo, 

*$ilonga 2tas WAS 2 great ſupport of Gentiliſme.  * ſts 

authorirzzem Orators and Advocates upon all occaſt 

RES ons, ſet forth the Antiquity of their Rite 

Yanda eſt to _ Ceremonie:, and the ROD of 
zculis Fidet, Chriſtzarity. Where was your Relig] 

fans Tobin pa- es Lathes ? fay the *Papiſts w, 6 

renres qui £-- and where was . yours before eſis of 

cirerfag. Nazareth? ſaid the Pagars to the firl 

pt Ha Chriſtians, When Þ St. Paul preached 

+A&s 17. 19. the Goſpelat Athens, the Philoſopher 

there asked in Scarn, What the new Ds 


drine was, whereof he ſpake 8 and the 
Hiſt 


to the Romans. _ 
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Hiſtorian calls the Chriſtians, Men 
anew and miſchievons Superſtition. 


perſtitionis, Tacit. Anzal. lib. 15. Bellarms, lib, 4. de Not. Eccleſiz] 


(a. 4- 


3. A third Mark of the Church, which 
they think ſuits theirs very well, is a 
Power of Working Miracles : we cannot 
yield, that this is a perpetual viſible 
Note of the true Church, as is pretended. 

Miracles indeed are the cleareſt Evi- 
dences of Divine Truth and Authority, 
and the moſt immediate Credentials of 
Hexven. Our bleſſed Saviour atteſted his 
Divinity, and the Truth of his Goſpel 
thereby, and in the Churches Infancy, 
| pre his Apoſtles the ſame Power of con- 

rming their Dodrine : but many good 
Reaſons have been given to ſhew, that 
there is not the ſame need, and uſe of 
them now.as then there was 3 and how 
ar the Devil by the Agility,and Subtil- 

of his Nature, may impoſe upon the 

nles of Men, and puzzle them with 
range Appearances, I ſhall not now 
enquire ; nor endeavour to retute the 
pretence of the Romaniſts in this kind, by 
diſcovering the Vanity and Extravagan- 
ey of their lying Legends, only to be 
named, in aplace, and time fitter for 
Laugh- 


Mar, 24. 24. 


2 ThefT. 2. 9, 
10,11. 


Hiſtor, [16. 4- 


T ib, 2, denat. 
Deorium. P-27- 


\ 


T he Goſpel preached 


- Laughter and Diſport, than this where. 


in we are. Nor ſhall I ſtay to ſhew,how 
little cauſe they have to boaſt of this Fa- 
culty, it they were more expert in it, 
than indeed they are ; Seeing our Savi- 
our and his Apoſtles have propheſied of 
the latter times, that in a general Apoſta- 
cy from the Faith, Great Wonders ſhould 
be wrought, able to deceive, if it were poſe 
fble, the very Ele&; and that thoſe eſpe- 
cially who would z0t recerve the Love of 
the Truth, thro' an effetual working of Sa- 
tan, inlying Wonders, and ſtrong Delu- 
ſrons, ſhould be brought to believe ies 
But my Buſineſs here alſo is to ſhew, 
that the Heathens talked as much, and 
upon as good Grounds, of this Gift of 
Miracles,- as they do ; it is well known 
bow famous Pythagoras was for it, in the 
Writings of 'Porphzry, and Apolioniae, 
Tyanens, mn thoſe of PhilsStratus, and 
Hierocles ; befides what is ſaid of Veſps- 
fan by Tacitus, and thoſe wonderful 
Manifeſtations of the Divine Power,and 
Preſence in the Noman Armies, which 
Balbus boaſted of : yea the idle and re- 
diculous Reports, of the frequent remo- 
vals of the Chappel of Loretto, from one 
Country,and from one Place to another, 


by inviſible Hands, inits moſt no 
- 
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Appearance, ſeems to be but the coun» 
ter-part ofa Heatheniſh Wonder ; That, 
I mean, of the Temple of Diana's remo- 
val out of the Iſle of Zazinthns, unto 
Saguntum in Spain, tas it is related by 


| Pliny. 


4. Another Mark of the Church with 
them, is outward Splendor and Tem- 
poral Proſperity 3 of which we read no- 
thing in Scripture, and it agrees much 
better with the Condition of Paganiſar, 


| and Mubumetaniſm, than this of Chriſti- 


anity. The "Noman Orator, from the ci. or 
flouriſhing LI the many Victo- © Mere: 
nies and Triumphs of that Empire, in- 
fers the Truth and Goodnels of its Reli- 
gon; and the Idolatrous Fews, will not 
put out of conceit with their abomi- 
nable Superſtitions, becauſe they proſpe- 
red and fared well in them 5 We will je. 54.85; 
certainly 4o whatſoever thing goeth out of 
ow Mouth, to burn Incenſe to the Queen of 
Heaven, and to pour out Drink-Offerings 
to ber,as we have done,we and our Fathers, 
our Kings, and our Princes in the Cities 
of Judah, and in the Streets of Jeruſalem. 
But why ſo reſolute and obſtinate in 
Jour way 2 Why ? Becauſe we have 
this Catholick, Argument that we are in 
the right outward Plenty, Health and 
B 2 Pro- 
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Proſperity, as it follows 3 for then ha 
whe plenty of Victuals, and were well, 1n4 
tw 10 evil, 

'”'T might here add, That the Heatheys 
knve the ſame plea with them, for unix. 
zerrupted Continuance, Number, and Va- 
Hrety of Profeſſors: but I forbear this, be- 
cauſe it 1s no reproach to true Chriſtian; 
that they are a /ittle Flock, ſeeing we 
are aflured by Scripture Teſtimony that 
#he "whole World in a- manner lies in 


Wickednefs. 


IT proceed to examine the TY pre- | 


* > tended Titles of Supremacy and Infallitj 


Matk 10. 42. 


Dionyf, Halic. 


Art. Rom. {.2. 


Ity. Tt hath been obſerved that old Bu 
by who was the Foundreſs of 1dols,and 
the Mother of all Heathenifh Superſtitions, 
was the firſt Pattern in the World of 
ambitions Dominion. And, 


r. For theSupremacy of our new and 


myſtical "Babel, it ſeems to derive from 


that Lordſhip, which was exerciſed by 


thoſe that ruled over the Gertiles, And 
mdeed that Authority which the Hiſto- 
rian attributes tothe” Pontifex Maximus, 
may ſuit exp Rome, as wellas old. © The 
© High "Prieſts have great power among 
* the "Romans, and are' the Lords'and 


Controllers of their moſt important Af | 


"fairs 3 they decide all Religious Con- 
tro- 


© 1k 
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© troverſies between the Commonalty, 
£ the eMagiſtracy,and the Miniſtry ; they 
* call” all Magiſtrates and Prieſts to ac- 
©count for the exerciſe of their Authority. 
And what follows in the ſame Author, 
ſhews, in how great repute they were. 
2, For their Infallibility. Now dv - 
av bore 75 iEpAav Xye RX 0% 3, KvE Keene, Cece 
They determine all Differences, relating 
either to Traditional or Novel Cuſtoms 
in Religion. I know the Papiſts would 
fain parallel the I-fallibility of their Chair 
with that of Moſes, and endeavour to 
confirm it by a ſeeming Parity of Rea- 
ſon in their caſe with that of the Fews, 
Thou ſhalt come to the Prieſts, the Levites, 
and the Fdg that ſhall be in thoſe days,@*c. 
Thou ſhalt not decline from the Sentence 
that they ſhall ſhew thee, to the right Hand, 
vor to the left. But it 1s apparent, they 
were to judg according to Law 3 and 
therefore the Fewiſb Gloſs would fit theſe 
Men's Purpoſe, . better than the Text it 
lf, If the Fudsg ſhall tell thee that-the right 
Hard is.the left and the left the riglt, thou 
muſt believe hizz. To which that known 
Nying of Bellarmin's very well agrees, 


If the <, - ſhall define Vertue to be Vice, 


| and Vice Vertue, we muſt take it to le 
upon his Credit. 


? 
B 3 f 
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Bellarmin de 
SanRorum Be- 
atitudine, [, 2, 


| Aſcxand. ab 


; Alex, Gen'al. 

þ gies Het od . 
Hiſt.Row. /.4, 
Dr. Jackſon's 
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But I proceed to examine the Reljgi- 
ous Prattices, Opinions and Ceremonies, 
of the Roman Church, and to compare 
them with thoſe of the Heathens. 

And here I muſt not enlarge upon 
Particulars, becauſe I have ſo many to 
name, but ſhall be moſt brief in thoſe 
that are of an obvious and ordinary 
Obſervation. TI begin with ; 

I. The Canonization of Saints. 

Here the Pope aſſumes the very fame 
Authority which the Roman Senate chal- 
lenged in the Apotheoſis of their Empe- 
rours. As will appear, by comparing 


the Power and Rites of Canonizationim | 


"*Bellarmin, with thoſe of the Gentile 
Conſecrations: Yea to make the Parallel 
more compleat, as the Deification of 
Anmtinoxs was countenanced with feign- 
ed Relations, and the appearance of 
a new Star;So are Revelations frequent- 
ly pretended, to credit the Popiſh Santi 


_ #-937-| ' fications;, and ſurely where Reaſon doth 


not only deſert, but oppoſe them, as 
in this caſe of making their Gods and 
Mediators, they had need be well fur- 


niſhed with Revelations, The ſecond 
thing I ſhall inſtance in, 1s, 


2. Theit 
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2. Their praying to Saints and Angels, 

. Which ſeems to be the very ſame thing / 
condemned by the Apoſtle 1n the Revol / 
| tersof the latter times,under the title of 

| Sx khias Aciwmoriov, Which we tran- 

{late Do@rine of Dewils.; but the moſt 1 Tim. 4.1. | 
| | learned Mr. Fojeph Mede;, DoGrines of The Apoſft«cy it 
) | Demons. Theſe Demons: in the Hegs 97 14+ Larter 
f 


theis Divinity, were an inferiour fort 7 
of - Deifed Powers, Mediating, Spirits 
betwixt the Supream Deities and mattal = 
Men,according to that of Plato, 0:05 ay» Plno's Sym-"> 
06m & ptyrurrt, Bc, God doth not max Fe 
himſelf with Men by any  immcdiate 
Communications, but all Converſe, and 
' | Conference between the Gods; i. e. the 
| | Dri ſuperi, the Superiour Gods and us is 
* | managed by Demons. They receive and 
| | preſent our Prayers, they return our 
| | Bleſſings, -- and confer our Rewards. 
" | And it is Cel/# his Doctrine, that they Origen.conrr+ * 
f | 4muſt be confided in, have Oblations um. !r4-+. 
*and Prayers offered to propitiate them 
- | fas their Laws requires and he calls 
l | .* them, the Peers of the Heavenly King- 
s | dom, chief Miniſters, and Officers: of 
; '*the High -God.. And theſe were the 
- | Souls of Men, famous in their life time 
J for ſome worthy Deeds, renowned and 

honoured after Death, as a middle and 

B 4 uoferi 
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Multi Chriſti- inferiour ſort of Gods 3; and by ove 


——— S&14zovios, 1 Gor. 10.20. which we tran- 
ite venera- ſlate a Sacrificing to Devils, may as well; 
um; nec video if not more properly, be meant, a facris 
in multss quid ficing to thoſe De#2075, to the Souls of 
fir diſcrimen , brave Men ſurviving after Death, and 
opinionem de ſuppoſed to be in a Capacity of doing 
pans fe good or evil to Men upon Earth. 
putabantde Let us now conſider whether theP4 
pres :_ pifts praying to Angels and Saints depar+ 
Aug. de civir. ted, their burning Lights and Perfumes 
Dei 6.8,©9, to them, preſenting them with Oblati- 
ons and Vows, do not exa{ly reſemble 
this *Pagan Demonelatry, and equal, if 
not exceed, the [dolatry and Superſtition 
of their* Devotion herein. 

The Advocates for Popery indeed pre- 
tend that there are many great diffe- 
rences in the Caſe; As, 
| I. That the Heazhens ador'd wicked 
Men either altogether unworthy of any, 
or worthy ofdiferaceful Memory;whete- 
as their Chxrch worſhips none, but ſuch 
as were of emment Deſerts. 

2. That whereas the - Heathens invo- 
ked their Dezi-Gods, as the immediate 
Authors and Beſtowers-of particlar Bkf- 


ſings and good Things; they pray to the 


Saints only-as Interceſſours,and more pit» | 


valent Swpplicants to Almighty God, 


3. That 


' td the Romans; 
3; That they acknowledge one Su- 
pream Superexcellent Being,and reſerve 
For him a Soveraign Honour as his pe- 
ealiar; whereas the Heatbexs either did 
not own one Supream Being, or wor- 
ſhipped the Devil as ſuch, and gave 
that fingular Honour which was due to 
God, to the Creature. 
By ſuch diſtinQtions as theſe they en- 
deavour to clear themſelves from a- 
ny Participation with Heathens in this 
their [dolatry, 

But theſe Pretences have been fo well 
examined, and ſo fully confuted by 0- 
thers in every particular, that a brief 
reply to each will be ſufficient at pre- 
fent, As to the firſt, it is plain, that, 

1. Many of thoſe whom the Hea- 
thens worlhipped were great and good 


Men, and it hath been noted by fome Thcoph 


learned Perſons that the Gemtiles wor- 
ſhipped Adam and Eve, Noah, Shen and 
Japhet, Abrahams, Iſaac, Jacob, 8&c. un- 
der ſeveral other Names. And if they 
wotſhipped evil Men, it was upon miſ- 
take, ſuch as our Romwaniſts, with all 
their infallibilities,are not ſare to eſcape, 


- nd perhaps Thomas Becket and Father 


Garret may be found at laſt not much 
better $ amis then ſome oftheir Uerv=oſo'. 


Hows- 


25 
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However, | the Idolatry of the Service 
conſiſts, not in the qualification of the 
Creature to whom it is addreſſed; thoſe 
that worſhip good Angels, as well :as 
thoſe 'that ſacrifice to Devils, are alike 
guilty of it, becauſe they give that hg 
mage to the Creature, which is due only 
to the Creatoyr, as it is remarked:/by our 
Apoſtle in the 25 verſe of this 1 Chap. to 
the Romans, It is a worſbippirg or ſerving 
the Creature good or bad, meg Turk 
ez, belides the Creator, who is-blef- 
fed for ever. | x 
2ly. They pretend they only pray to 
"Saints and - Angels to pray with them, 
and for them to God, the only giver of 
all things, and fo are clear of that Ia 
latry ofthe Heathens, in making Demons, 


''or the Souls-of dead Men the Objetsof 


their Adoration; and the: Authorsof 
their * Bleſſings. But to this we anſwer 
'theſe things: And, «+: ie) 
1, It plainly appears by ſuch Practices 
of the Church of Rome, which -the Popes 
: themſelves have authorized; that their 
'Invocation of a Saint dothnot confiſtm 
.a meer Ora pro nobis ; but in imploring 
particular Bleſſings and Relief;and ſome 
ſuch as is proper for none; but God. or |, 
Chriſt to give. As in their Prayers - 
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St. Coſwas and St.Dominic, to keep them 


From all Diſeaſes, as welLot Soul as of 


Body ; that to St. Francis, to deliver 


them from the Bondage, and Slavery of 


Sin ; that to St. Andrew, for Grace to 
bear the Croſs; and to St. Nicholas a- 
gainſt the Aſlaults of the Devil. 
' Tneed not inſtance in their Hyperdu- 
lias, their exceſſive 1dolatries, in the 
Worſhip of the Bleſſed Virgin ; praying 
upon all occaſions in the ſame Forms to 
Ber as to God the Father and Son 5 as 
appears in her "Roſary, and elſewhere. 
' 2. I anſwer, That if this Plea would 
acquit the *Papiits from [dolatry, the 
Heathens have as good right to it, as they. 
For it is plain, They looked upon their 
Demons or Di: Medioxumi,as Mediators, 
or Managers of their Afﬀairs with the 
Supream God. It was St. Ambroſe's Ob- 
ſervation, that thoſe old Idolaters went 
to God by the Creatures; as we procure 
acceſs to an Earthly Kirg, by ſome 
Court Favourite, 
3. They plead they own one Swpreane 
d, and make neither Saints nor Angels 
equal unto him, and worſhip him with 
a peculiar Honour incommunicable to 
any other : but the Heathers do not fo, 


lay they, as you have heard already. 


For 


"7 


Dy. More's 
Antidote 
£41ft Idol as 
Fg VI. 


Horz San&z 
Mariz ſecun- 
dum uſum 
Sarum. 


Pſakerium bes 
atz Mariz, 


Epiſt, ad Rom? | 
Ce. Is 
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For anſwer to this, I fay ; 's 

rt. That admit the Romaniſts make 
no Saints equal.,to God the Father,orto 
any Perſon in the Trinity, conſidered 
according to his Deity alone ; yet it isa 
high degree of Sacriledge, to mention 
their Merits, Blood and Sufferings, as 
Motives for acceptance of their Prayers 
in our behalf; and to inveſt them with 
Chriſt's Royal Titles and *Preragatives, as 


| he 1s our Heb Prieſt and only Agent 


in the holieſt Tabernacle of Heaver , ty- 
pified by the High- Prieſ# under the 
'Law, who was to officiate alone in the 


Holy of Holies. 


31y. Whereas they plead that they re- 


ſerve a peculiar Honour for God,which 
they call-Latria, and give only Duliaan 
anferior kind of Homege, a Service of 


* Loveand Reſpett to Sairts. 


.. Foranſwer miner Os taking no n0- 
tice of the preſumption and dangerqus 
conſequence of making , diſtinions, 
where the Lawoiver hath made none: 
It is plain by,all Circumſtances,that they 
give. {Religions Worſhip, however they 
£all it, ito: Saizts 1n their | Iroocations, 
burning Inceaſe, and the like; . Yeatheir 
own Word Dwlia, notes Religious Wor- 
ſhip,' as -well as the other '£StuActorrry, 
_ Dulian 


=” £< un ##. 0 a 


* to the Romans; 


Duliam exhibebatis, you ſerved them 
which by Nature are not Gods. And 
it is obſerved that there is the ſame 
Word for them both, in the Hebrew. 
That, to be ſure,is Divine Worſhip which 
we give to any Perſon or Thing ; as 
being endowed with thoſe Divine Pro- 
perties, of Power, and Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, to know our Thoughts, to 
hear our Prayers at a diſtance, and to 
give relief in extraordinary and un- 
known ways. This Worſhip the 'Pa- 
piſts give to their Saints and Angels; and 
tho they call it D#/za, 1t is more than a 
civil Homage, the very ſame which the 
Scripture appropriates to God, and for- 
bids us to pive it to any other. 

And whereas they pretend further, 
that Sacrifice is the only external AF of 
Latria. It is very apparent that Swppli- 
cation and Incenſe which they offer to 
their Saints, were look'd on both by 
Jews and Gentiles as the more ſolemn 
and divine parts of Worſhip. 

3.It hath been cleared from all colour 
of rational Doubt and Diſpute, that the 
Heathens acknowledged one _— Be. 
ing, the Father of God's and eMen. And 
that he to whom they erected the Altar 
at Mhens, was not the Deel, but _ 

0 
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, God that made the IVorld, and all things 


1n it. 


Neither did they equalize all with | 


Fupiter, and uſe the ſame Form to him, 
and to their Demi-Gods and Heroicks ; 
to whom they gave not an abſolute and 
ſovereign, but ſuch a kind of relative and 
ſubordinate Worſhip, as the *Papiſts pro- 
fels due to Saints. So that if one be ju- 
ſtified, the other cannot be condemned ; 
and if one be condemned, the other can- 
not be juſtified. Yea what ever was 
{delatry in the Heathens, the ſame is ſo 
in us, with aggravation, if we commit 
itz becauſe they had not ſo expreſs a 
Declaration from God againſt all Idola- 
try, as the Fews and Chriſtians have. 
But to proceed ; if I had time, to n- 
ſtance in all Particulars : The ldolatry 
of the 'Papiſts might be further diſcove- 
red, by ſhewing you how they inutate 
the Heatbens, in praying to ſeveral 
Saints, in ſeveral Diſtempers and Ext- 
gencies. For beſides their Honour for 
HEſculapins ; Celſus tells us, that dividing 
Man's Body into 36 parts, each had its 
peculiar Demon, or Guardian-God, and 
he names divers of them. Yea the *Popiſþ 


Tutelar Saints, ſach as St. Patrick, St. | 


George, St. David, derive from the Ge- 


mins 


[ 


| 
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wins and Heavenly *Powers,, which the 

| Heathens believed did prefide' over Per- 

| ſons, Cities, and Countries, according 

to that of Symachus; The Spirit of God 

which governeth this great World, hath di- 
bnted its *Prote&ors to every City. | 
According to the number of thy Cities, ſo Judges 2. 14; | 

are thy Gods. | 

| |.-- So that now upon the whole matter | 

| what was ſaid of the [dolatrows Iſraelites. 

| They fufook the God of their Fathers, 

; | which brought them out of the Land of E- 

| | gf, and ſerved Baalim and Aſbtaroth, 

| | may juſtly be applied to theſe (briſti- 

| | a, They forſook the Lord that brought 

* | them out of the Spiritual! Egypr, and 

worſhipped Saizts and Angels, and that 

with the Pagan Circumſtances of conſe- 

| . | crated Altars, Images, and Temples. T may 

* | addto theſe, that the Papiſts Prayers to 

> | Saints as well as to God, conſiſt of vain 

| | Repetitions, witneſs the fifty Ave Maries 

nour Ladies Pſalter, witneſs the fifteen 

lhort Ejaculations, in that which they 

all the P/alter of Feſ#5,and their repeat- 

ng the name of Jeſus thirty times 1n e- 

very one of them, which way of Devo- 

lon you know is reproved by our Savi- p 

wr 1n the Prattice and Doftrines of the 

* | Heathens, The next thing we ſhall conſi- 

$ [ferw; 3. Their 
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3: Their worſhiping of Image: 
Notwithſtanding the Dotine of the 
Second Commandment, and Saint Paul's 
fignalizing the-Sottiſhneſs and. Folly: of 
the Praftice; notwithſtandiny the gene- 
ral out-cry of the Fathers againſt it, for 
ſeveral Centuries, their forbidding ſome- 
times the very making of wages, and 
difallowing the Art of Painting for fear 
of this abuſe, . and the Decrees of ſo ma- 
ny Councils againſt it ; yet this Church, 
which would ſeem to reject for heretical 
or impious whatſoever is not handed to 
them by the Fathers or Comncils, hath 
thought good in her own Infallible Wiſ- 
dom and great Devotion, no doubt, to 
bow very low, and uſe more religious 
Ceremonies towards her I»rages,than the 
_ Heathens themſelves did to their's. 

{ For was it not expreſly decreed in a 


- 4 Provincial Conncil, held at Oxford 1408, 


—_ Feſurtes by Thomas Arundel Arch-Biſhop of Can- 
Chalienge, 


terbury, That it ſhould be commonly 
taught and preached by all, that-the 
Croſs and Image of the Crucifix, and 
the reſt of the Images of the Saints, in 
memory. and honour of them whom 
they figure, as alſo their Places and Re 
liquer,ought to be worſhiped with Pro- 
ceſ10ns, bending of the Knee, bowing? 
ILY 0 


the 
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of the Body, Incenſings, Kiſſmngs, Of- 
ferings, Sy of Candles, and Pilgri- 
&s, Fc. 
1, * in the Roman Catechiſm, (et out 
by the order of the Council of Trent, is 
not the Pariſh Prieſt required to declare 
to his Pariſhroxers, not only that it is 
lawful to have Images in the Church, but 
to give Honour and Worſhip to them? 


c. 
And for their Practice I need ſay lit- 
tle;becauſe it hath been fo fully demon- 
ſtrated by our moſt learned Dean of 
& Paul's, and others of our Church: 
1. That they (ct np Images in Chur- 
cer over Altars, purpoſely to worſhip 


| them, 


2, That they conſecrate thoſe Images 
with Solemn Prayers for that purpoſe. 

3. They uſe all the Rites of Worſhip 
to them, which the Heathen Idolaters 
uſed to their Images. | 

4. They make folemn Proceſſzons in 
honour of Images, carrying them with 
as much Pomp and Ceremony, as ever 
the Heathens kf id their Idols. 

5. That they cover their Altars and 
Images, and omit to burn Incenſe before 
them in the time of Lert,as the Heathens 
were wont to do at certain times, 

C Dis 
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Dii quoque templorum foribus celentur 
apert#s. 
Thure wacent Are, ſtentq; ſine igne 


foci. 


6. Their attributing Motion and 
Speech, and ſeveral miraculous Opera- 
tions to the Images of Chriſt md; the 
bleſſed Virgin, hath even as much Truth 
and Reaſon in it, as that which Lizy 
and Valerius Maximus report of the 
moving and talking of the Images of 
Forture,and of Juno Moneta. I ſhall add 
no more upon this Head ; not only 
becauſe ſo much hath been ſaid by our 


Proteſtant Writers, but becauſe their | 


Caſander plainly confeſſeth, that their 
Peoples Adoration paid to Images and 


Otatues, was equal to the worſt of the 


antient Heathens. 
4. Their Do@rine of Purgatory, 


Which hath no ground at all to ſtand 
upon in the Holy Scriptures, or as they 
have framed and modelled it in the 
Writings of the Antient Fathers ; (it 
that will give it any Support or Credit) 


_ Was taught of old in the Heathens di- 


ſcourſes 
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ſcourſes of their Acheruſsa, and their Ri- 
vers of Fire, which give a painful Pur- 
gation of all the Spots and Stains of leſ- 
ſer Sins, and thereby _ the Soul 
for Admiſſion 1nto the 

the Regions. of bleſſed Spifits. . The 
next thing I ſhall take notice of, is ; 


5. Their "Prayers and Oblations for 
the Dead. 


\ That the Church Triumphant prays for 
ths Miitart, though they know not 
particular Mens Caſes ( without a par- 
ticular Revelation ) I make no doubt 
at all; and that Commemorations of the 
Dead, Prayers for them, and particular 
Interceſſions at the Celebration of the ho- 
ly Euchariſt, praiſed in the Ancient 


Church, cannot be denyed. Yet it mult \ 
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lfian Fields, Plato Phod| 
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be yielded withall, that theſe Prayers -- he Feſuir. 
Wh p+ 204. 

and [nterceſſions had not any Relation {;ſpt2,c 

to Pargatory, being offered in their be- Theolog. 125; 


half whom they ſappoſed to be in a 
lateof Reſt and Happineſs 3 and they 
confiſted partly of Praiſes, and Thank(- 
pings for the bleſſed Eſtate, which, 
the. Party deceaſed was entred upon 3 
and partly of Supplications for the 
completion of their Bliſs at the day of 
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Judgment, and the preſervation of their 
Memory upon Earth, for the good Ex- 
ample of the Living. But there is no 
Warrant or Precedent at all in Church 
Antiquity, before the fourth Centwry, for 
the popiſh way of praying for the Dead; 
their Oblations and Sacrifices either for 
the mitigation of Purgatory-Pains, or 
deliverance out of them. Tilt then this 
was only the way of the Heathen ; As 


' Arnobixs, in his Book againſt them, hath 


obſerved. It was their general Praftice 
to pray for theik:departed Friends, and 
to offer Gifts, ſuch as Hony, Milk and 
Wine for them ; and the forecited F4- 
ther mforms us, that they facrificed the | 
Blood of certam living Creatures for 


' the Purgation of the Souls of Men: 


thoſe of 


And Plato in his 2 Book de Republica, 
tells us, that the dead are purged by Sa- 
_— 3 Whereas the Goſpel, which Saint 
"Paul deſired to preach to his Romans, 
promiſes no relief at all to the Dead, 
from the Prayers, Sacrifices or Mets 
of the Living; forewarns us of no Wrath 
to come but what is eternal, no Fire but 
what is #»quenchable, no Torments but 
ell, which are as immuta- 
ble and unmixed, as the Joys of Heaven; 


and makes the time of this Life, the 
only 


To the Romans; 


only accepted time, the day of Saluation, 
exhorting us in this our day to conſt- 
der the things that belong to our Peace, 
to our future Happineſs, or Miſery ; 
to make our Calling and Ele&ion ſure, 
and to work, out our own Salvation, not 
truſting to others to do it for us, when 
the Night of Death comes upon oxr 
ſehues, wherein no Man can work. 
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— 


I]therto I have ſhewed, how little 
< there is of Goſpel .in the Romiſþ 
| Canonization of, or praying to Saintsand 
; Angels, worſhipping of Images, Their 
' | Doctrine of Purgatory; andlaſtly their 


Prayers and Oblations for the dead : and | 


o begin again where we left, tho we 
annot take notice of all their Pleas and 
* Jefences,for their praying forthe dead; 
;et we ſhall not conceal one which they 
rely much upon, and thats, what D«- 
vaſcen, 1f the Book de Defunis be his, 
;ells us of a dead Man's Skull, that ſpake 
rhus unto Macarins the Egyptian Ancho- 
ret ; When thou doſt offer thy Prayers for 
the dead, then do we feel ſome little Conſo- 
lation. But this is no evidence againſt 
loſes and the Prophets, againſt the Do- 
| Jarheve our $S Ns his Apoſtles. 
1 Bur this Brainleſs ſpeaking Sku, 
minds me to conſider in the next 
placc 3 


6. Their 


c 


\ 
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6. Their great Devotion to Reliques. 
The Members, Blood, Bones 3 yea 


' the Habits, or any of the Goods and 


Appurtenances of their Saints departed, 
to which they aſcribe as miraculous Et- 
fefts of ſeveral Natures, as the Speech 
of this Skull : only the rarity of this is, 
It was not the Skull of a Saint, but of a 
Heathen Prieſt « as the Greek Memeolog y 
will have it, and Thomas Aquinas takes 


t for granted. 


But if we conſider how idly and Ia- 
viſhly they Romance, in extolling the 
wonder-working Power of ſome of their 
Reliques, we muſt conclude that the 
Confidence of the Reporters, and the Cre- 
dulity of the Hearers, are the greateſt 
Miracles in the caſe, if their ſottiſh Ado- 
ration of them, be not ſtill more prodi- 
ou, I will not preſent you with 

eatken Precedents and Practices, to ag- 
gravate, but rather a little tv excuſe the 
fondneſs of this Superſtition; which ſure 
they would be more aſhamed of, it it 
were not a little countenanced by ſuch 
Stories, as Plutarch reports concerning 
the Preſervation and devout Adoration 


of Tleſeus's © Bones 5 and by what ſuch 7: 5% The! 


( 


% 
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a Sage-"Philoſopher as *Plato ſays, con- 
cerning the Worſhip they gave to the 
very Shrines of their Hero's, or deceaſed 
Worthies, and by that general Pradtice 
of the old Romans, not only of preſer- 
ving, but reverencing their Bones and 
Aſhes, as their Patrons and Defenders, 
tanquam Tutelares *Patronos, Lares atque 
*Penates. 'But I proceed to take no- 
tice of, 


7. The Worſhip they give to the conſe- 
crated Hoſt. 


And I chooſe the rather to ſpeak of 
it juſt now, becauſe it may be,and hath 
been accounted, one Species of the [de- 
latry of Reliques; (TheBody and Blood 
of Chriſt in the Sacrament, being the 
Myſtical Keliques which he left us, as 


Monuments of his Death till he come.) It 


| It may not more properly be reduced 


* to Image-Worſhip, as being the Adoration 


pir. Med. 


of a Sign, or Symbol; which ſoever it be, 
I muſt confeſs, with the learned Mede, 
it hatha ſtrain above the abomination of 
the Gentiles, who, tho they ſuppoſed 
ſome Preſence of their Demons in their 
Images, and Reliques, yet were they 
never ſo blockiſh, as to think theinſme 
i : ges 


_ —— 
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ger and Feliques tranſubſtantiated into 
Demons. eathey themſclves acknowledg 
of their own Accord,that if the Dodtrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation be not trae, (which 


4+ 


Caſter. Enchy- 
rid, 

Fiſher contre 
Oeccolampa- 


it carmot be, unleſs all the Senſe and dium. 1.1. 2. 


Reaſon of Mankind be falfe.) the 1do- 
latry of the Heathens in worſhipping 
ſome Golden or Silver Statze, is more 


excuſable than theirs, in worſhipping a 
'Bit of Bread. Y 


8. As for the Peoples receiving in one 
kind ; (contrary to the continued Pra- 
ice of the Church for a thouſand years 
together) tho it cannot be -x./ ary to 
be of an Original purely Heather; yet 


for the Credit of its Artiquity, Baronins Baron: 14h. 4. 


and *Bel/armine, do derive it from the 


CE, 26. p. 623; 
Bellardn y 2 


Pratice of the Manichees, their abomi- Evchariſtia, 


nating of Wine, and their willingnetsgo 
come to the Communion, (at leaſt to a- 
void the Law and Cenfures of the 
Church) if they might receive the Bread 
without the Cup. Now from the Chara- 
Gers the Fathers give us of theſe Nmi- 
theans, they were rather I»fidels, and 


b. 4. ©. 246 


Reathens, than Chriſtians 5: one of them Tertullian, 


calls them, alterins Divinitatis Here- 
tict, | 


9, Ther 
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9. Theirlocking up the Scriptures in 


an »1hnown Tongue ; 1f it was not taken 
up in imitation of that Rowar Lew, 
which nm the common reading 
of the Sybilline Prophecy's; yet it juſtifies 
it ſelf by the ſame Reaſons : Thoſe were 
not to be read, or publiſhed ſire Autho- 
ritate, &- Fuſſu Senatus, without the 
Command and Licence of the Serate; 
Vid. Iſaac Ca- As Tull, Livy, Dio, inform us 3 and 
Gaub, Exercit. the Reaſon of their Concealment was, 
Rn leſt Private and Fa&tious Perſons ſhould 
p. 66. under the countenance of their Autho- 
rity, make any innovations in their Re- 
ligions Ceremonies,or 1n the Ctvil Govern- 
ment of their Country. 
I know, They are ready to defend 
this Praftice, by a more worthy and 
Maimon. Pref. Warrantable Example, wiz. The great 
74, 11- wore Caution which the Jews uſed, in explain- 
Hil. Jef. i» ih the more Difficult and Metaphyſical 
Horringeri> | parts of their Religion ;, and particularly 
4 T +. 7%* their prohibiting all,but wiſe and know- 
ing Perſons, to i[tudy the Viſion of Eze- 
kiel's Wheels, or any other abſtruſe, intri- 
cate part of Divinity; but their End in 
this, was rather to preſcribe a prudent 
Method to the People in reading the 
Scriptures, than to take them wholly 
| out of their Hands.Let us next ſee whe- 
they they Ca!) IO, Say 


| 
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10. Say any thing more to the Pur- 
poſe for their * Prayers in Latin. 


The learned Iſaac Caſanbor, in his 
Anſwer to the Epiſtle of Cardinal Peror 
(having noted, that King James read in 
a Book ofa certain Popiſh Ergliſb Prieſt, 
that Prayers in an unknown Tongue 
were more effeCtual and prevalent than 
thoſe which were underſtood) tells 
them plainly 5 This moſt ſenſieſs dotage 
vs of Heathen Extraion. In hike man- 


ner, the Valentinian Hereticks uſed He- prime excogis 


brew, an unknown Language in their 
Worſhip, Toegs T9 p&Mov xaTar\ntRoat 
ns ovpdvous, that they might thereby 
raiſe the Wonder,it not the Devotion of 
the imple Vulgarzas Exſebizs informs us. 


11. Their placing ſuch Vertue and EF- 
ficacy in the Sign of their Croſs, their 
Apes Dei's, &c. which cannot ratio- 
rally be attributed to them, ſeems pa- 
nllel to the Bacchus Lanurexs, to the 
ie .&,wcrme, or Anmlets among the Hea- 
tben; or to the Precatinncule, or little 
Prayers,that the Twrk carries about with 
him, as a Defenſative againſt all Dan- 
gers, and Diabolical Aſlaults. 

12, The 


' ſeemstobederi 
| Rite the Satyriſt refers to. 


Perſius Sor 
&e | 


£66. 28.e. 


Alexand. 4b 
Alexan, dies, 


£2. 
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12. The Papi Ned Footer He in Baptiſm, 


Ecce Avia, aut metuens Dioun mater. 
tera, cunis 


Exemnt —» frontemgq; atque uds 
OL digito, &- 428; ante ſo 


"H———— : 


And Pliny tells us at large,what won- 
derful Vertue they attributed to Spittl, 
with Allufion whereunto Atkanaſw 
calls the ſuperſtitions Dotages of Priſci 
ls, and Montarns, yoga wvouorme, old 
Womens Spittle. 


13. The Ceremony of ſprinkling Hoy 
Water was a Heatheni bo mz in ile 
-— and Luſtrations of the 


But River-Waters were thought to 
be le purgative, therefore thoſe only 
of the Sea, were uſed for the Expiation 
of greater Crimes, Propter wm igne# 
magnopere purgationibus conſent ant 
For which Cauſe, queſtionleſs the Pe 
ji 
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pi in the Compolition of their Holy 


ater, make uſe of Salt, as one of the 


| chief Ingredients, that it may come 


more near in nature to the Water of 
the Sea. 

I do not blame the Heathens much 
for their Waſhings and Cleankings Pre- 
paratory to their holy Services, nor the 
Chriſtians in St. Chryſoſtow's time, for 
waſhing their Hands at the Church-door 
before entrance; but I blame them ve- 
ry much for ufing them as expiatory to 
waſh away the Guilt, not only of other 
Crimes, but of Murder it ſelf; as Oreftes 
did in *Paxſarrias after the killing of his 
Mother; and we condemn the fame end 
ofufing it, much more in the Papnſts : 
forit is their's too; 


Hec Aqua benediGa deleat mihi delidta, 
Let this holy Bowle, cleanſe my Soul. 


14. Burning Candles by dead Bodies, 
was innocent, and uſetul to them that 
matched by them, the night before the 
Inerment ; but when they thought the 
departed Souls benefitted thereby, the 
Ctemony was infetted with Heatbeniſb 
Saperſtition, and was condemned by the 
Counſel of Eliberi. 

Tem- 
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Temperance and Mortification, are by. 
joyned by our Chriſtianity, and diſcreet 
Abſtinence and Faſting are very uſefy] 
tocall off our Minds from the blandiſh- 
ments of theSenſe,and ſerve many good 
ends of Religion: but this change of 
Diet which the 'Papiſts account faſting, 
Dicler Erafrn, TElembles a Superſtition, which the Jews 
adverſm cen- Were guilty of, in their way of eating; 
ſwras Theolog. 'as Eraſmus confelleth. 
644% Again, though the freedoms of Man: 
Will,was the current Do&rine of the F+ 
thers, for all the firſt Ages until St. Av- 
guſtine's time; and God in Scripture 
with reſpe& to his own Covenant, is 
faid to be juſt, as well as merciful in re- 
Smittes 54144 MEmbring our labours of Love; yet the 
Diſcowrſes, p. 19 Opinion of Free-will, and the 
288. 

as 


46 


—wll #orionſneſ5 of their good Works, 1s 
Theſane. k inexcuſable as the Notion of the cor- 
Philo. p. 554+ rupt Phariſees about them. 

And both they, and the Talmudiſtr, 
have the 'ſame Plea for their wmwritter 
Traditions. 

But I have not time. to inſiſt upon 
more Particulars, either of Fewiſþ or 
Heatheniſh Corruptions in the Rowas 
Church ; and it will be the leſs needfu), 

- becauſeI have already given you ſomedf 
the moſt conſiderable Inſtances of = 
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foul Relapſes and Apoſtacies, parallel 
with the greateſt Defe&ions in the Few- 
iſ Church, the Sin of Feroboam the Son 
of Nebat, their worſhipping the true 
God by Images, the Calves of Dan and 
Bethel, and the way of Ahab their wor- 
ſhipping of other Gods, befides him, 27z. 
Baalim-Demons, wifteriour Gods, and 
Mediators, exatly accompliſhing that 
Prophecy of St. Fokr, Rev. 11. 2. that 
the ſecond, or outmoſt Court of the Temple, 
which is the ſecond ſtate of the Chriſtian 


| (burch,(as Mr. Mede hath obſerved )toge- Apoſtacy of the 


ther with the holy City, ſhould be trodden "7 Timer. 
down by the Gentiles, (that is, overwhel- 
med by the Gemtiles Idolatry ) fourty two 
Months. 
$o that 1n the cloſe of this Argument, 
we will allow the Antiquity of the Ro- 
miſh Religion, that in many parts of it, 
It was elder than the Apoſtles, or the 
Preachings of Chrift himſelf; and to 
their fierce charge of Noveliſpe we may 
juſtly oppoſe that of the learned Scali- Scal. reſperf: 
gr, Nos novatores non ſums, ſed vos 75 w_ ” 
- veteratores, Onr Religion is not new, 
ring the ſame Date with the Goſpel 
ofour Saviour,but your's a little too old, 
profeſſed at Rome before ever St. Paul, 
ot St. "Peter preached there, in many 
Parts 
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Parts ſymbolizing with that of 
Unchriſtencd ps. rag the Gentil: Ba 
thers. 

But ſome will fay,Why ſhould weob- 
jet that, as a matter of Reproach to 
the Papiſts and to their "Feligion, which 
they glory in as a convincing Proof of 
is Teh, and Goodnels, its agreeable- 
neſs to the Law of Nature, and the beſt 
Reaſon of Mankind. 


For anſwer hereunto, 


1. We muſt acknowledg, that Clrj. 
ſtianity is the ſum or perfeion of what- 
ſoever Things were laudable,or paſhble 
in any Religion that hath been in the ( 
W—..-.:.5 

2. That thoſe Practices in the He || 
thers, which were not the Produds.f | | 
Superſtition, but Diftates of the Lay of | | 
Nature we allow and embrace; cone | | 
mending all things that were folemy, | t 
decent, and comely in their Relig | x 
ON. p 

th 
m 
I 


3. That as our Saviour was pleaſed 
to retain many of the received Pratices 
among the Fews, only with fuch ne | 1; 
ceſlary Alterations as made them uit | an 
with the Doftrine, and nature of Cir 

| ſian, 
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janity. So the Primitive Church, re- 
tained ſom? Curemonies, which the Hea- 
then uſed, relating to the outward Or- 
der, and Decency of their Miniſteries; 
and Worſhip 3 ſuch as were the Habits 
of their Prieſts, their Faſts, Fieils, Fes 
ſtivals, Progefſions, &c. And no doubt 
twas well done at firit to accommedate 
to Chriſtzanity, (uch cuſtoms of the Hea- 
tlens as had nothing of [dolztry or Sit- 
tſition 1n them, nothing of peculiar 
Oppoſition to the Goſpel, to procure 
thereby a more eaſte Entertainment to 
ts Dotrines, and in ſome meaſure to 
| ate the uſual Prejudices, which all 
ew and ſtrange Inſtitutions meet with- 
al, * 4 

.4. Some Compliances which were 
uktul, and neceſlary in the Infant-ſtate 
ofthe Church, might, and did become 
tutful afterwards; and many great 
Men complained betimes, of the re- 
taining of *Pagar Ritcs, even of ſuch, 
8were in their own nature inditferent z 
particularly becauſe the (zemtiles uſed in 
the Services of their [dols, to fit dowr! 
mnediately after they had praycd 3 


ans do ſo, | | | 
5- It there be any thing doctrinal in 
RICIE 


Iriullian would not have the Chriftt- 
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their Rites, the Obſervation of themilt 
be an owning of their Religion, a joyn- 
ing Chriſt with *Belial, Light with 
Darkneſs; a corrupting and dcflouring 
of the Purity, and Chaſtity of our $4- 
viour's Goſpel. 

6. We have inſtanced for the moſt 
part, in Ceremonies of this nature; and 
have proved as fully, as well as we 
could in fo little time and ſpace ; that 
if there ever was any fuch thing as Sz- 


perſtition, and [dolatry, in the Heathen 


World ;, there is now too much of then | 
In the Roman Church, and the Chriſtian 


Faith fo throughly infeted with them, 
that 1n ſo general a Corruption, we | 
cannot but contemplate, and lament 
that Apoſftacy, or falling away of Chr; 
ftians, forctold by our Apoſtle, 2 Theſa. 
And by theſe Spiritual Adulteries, con- 
clude who is the Whore of Babylon, the 
Mother of the Formcations, and Abomi- | 
mations of the Earth ; who in our days, 
g0 a whoring aſter the Heathen, and are 
polluted with their 1uols. 

Therefore to apply this. 

1. What we have heard of the Cle 


of Rome, juſtifies our Separation from 
her; we depart no further from her, | 


than ſhe hath done from Chriftianty 
| an 


Pn 
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and renounce only the Heatheniſm and 

other foreign Corruptions, which ſhe 

hath mixed with the Goſpel of our Savi- 

our. 

We do not voluntarily make a Schiſze 
upon the account of a ſtinted Liturgy, 
a few indifferent Ceremonies, or ſome 
little Defe&ts, and Diſorders in the 
lower Forms of Eccleſtaſtical Polity 3 
but are forced to ſeparate from ſuch 
Idolatries and Superſtitions, as are alto- 
gether inconſiſtent with the Doctrine, 


| and Worſhip of the Goſpel. 


2. It concerns thoſe that would not 
partake of the Sins of Rowe, the my(\tt- 
cal *Babylon, and receive of her Plagues, ,, 
to come out of her, according to our A- 
foſtle's Advice, to come out from among 
therr, to be ſeparate, and not to touch the 
wickan Thing. For what Concord hath » Cor 6. 17. 
Chriſt with Belial, or the Temple of God, 


18. 4; 


| with Idols 2 


3. Let us highly magnifie the unde- 
ſerved and diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs of 
God, for delivering us trom thoſe 
Heatheniſh and Abominable Superſtiti- 
01s, wherewith for ſome time the whole 
Church, in a manner, was, and ſtill a 
great part of it is, overſpread, and re- - 
ſtoring to us the clear, and pure Light 

D 2 of 


thy People, and Sheep of thy Paſture yil 
ne 
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of his Goſpel; and let us moſt humbly 


. . and heartily pray for the continuance of 


This Bleſling. : 
Thou haſt brought up a Vine out 
Egypt, thou haſt caſt ont the Heathen and 

planted it ; let not the Wild Boar out 
the Wood root it up, nor the Wild Buff 
of the Field devour it. 

Yea.it concerns us to blefs God for de- 
Hvering us from the Cruelties of the 
"Papiſts, wherein they alſo Gentile 
C as I ſhould have fhewed- if I had had 
time ) and particularly from the moſt 
mercileſs Deſign of this day ; a Defign 
which at once outwitted the Malice of 


paſt, and the Imitation of future Cor- | 
ſpiracies, and which it 1t had taken e& | 


fect, would not only have ſatisfied the 
Anticlriſtian Spirit of the worlt of Men, 


but (it any thing would ) the Hatred, | | 


Enmity, and Revenge, of the Devi 
himſelf, who was a Murderer from the 


Leginning. Curſed be their Anger, forit 


ws fierce 3 and their Wrath, for it wa 
eruel But for ever bleſied be God, 
who brinecth the Counſel of the Heathento 
ra oht, And bleficd 3s the Nation whoſe 
Cod is the Lord, and the People whom bt 
path choſen for kis own Inheritance. We 


$ 
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give the? Thanks for ever, we will ſhew 
forth thy Praiſe to all Generations, 

4. Let us endeavour to confirm our 
ſelves by theſe Conſiderations in the true 
Faith, which we profcſs,and in a ſtedfait 
Obedience to the pure Goſpel of our Sawi- 
our. Not learning the way of the Heathen: 
not giving heed to ſeducing Spirits and Do- 
frines of Demons ; To ſuch as ſpeak Lies 
in Hypocriſie. forbidding to marry,aud com- 
manding to abſtain from Meats. 

Whatever there 1s of Goſpe/ and true 
Chriſtianity in the Church of Kome, we 
have it already ; and what is more, 
either purely of their own Invention, 


| or borrowed from the Heathens, who 
| have changed the Truth of God into a Lie, 


| hope we ſhall be content to want. We 
hold the Foundation Feſus Chriſt, and 


' rejet none of the Gold, Silver, and pre- 


tious Stones, Which they built upon it, 
but the ſaperadditions of Hay and 
Stubble 3 ſuch Doctrines and Practices 
of theirs, as are not to be found in 
Scripture, nor in the Creeds, Homilies, 
and Canons of the Primitive Church. 
Notwithſtanding their great boalts 
of Antiquity (which prevail much where 
they are belicved) it is a plain caſe, 
that the Popery of their Reljgion if not 
D 3 new 
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new 1n it ſelf, is new in the Church, 
never profeſſed by any Chriſtians for the 
firſt three hundred Years, and as to the 
_ parts of it, not known in the 
-burch, until ſeveral Ages after. 

We may patiently hear them upbraid 
us with Srgelarity, and Innovation, 
when we are aſſured our Dodrines are 
as old, and as aiverſal as our Saviour's 
Goſpel ; and we may allow them to glo- 
TY 1n any thing older and more Catholich 
'than that. Their Religion will not appear 
'to us more ſacred and venerable, be- 
' cauſe much of its Attire, many of is 
' Rites and Ceremonies,are more antique 
: than ours; and becaufe it is adorned in 
' thoſe Faſhions of the World, thoſe Vani- 
: tics of the Gentiles, which as they were 
| before Chriſtianity, ſo were to paſs away 
' atits Appearance, and where they re- 
' main, or rather have been reaſſumed, 
' are the Blemiſh, and Diſgrace, if not 
; the Diſeaſe, and Leproſie, of that moſt 
excellent Inſtitution. 
'  Buton the contrary, I hope we ſhall 
' be more fervent, more ſettled and cor 
ſtant in our Aﬀection to, and Zeal for 
our own Religion, when we conlider 
that it is ſound and pure Chriſtianity, 


—— 
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the only Catholick Religion, which hath 


n 
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{ and Debaſements. It 1s a —_— 


to the Romans; 


in it all that is truly good of all other 
Religions, without their Adulterations 


which doth not allow us to give Gods 
Glory to another, nor 63s Praiſe to graven 
Images, It admits neither Saints nor 
Angels to ſhare in God's Worlhip, nor 
owns any other Mediatours, but his Son 
Jeſw Chriſt. It 18 a Religion which 
enjoyns none, but Reaſonable Services, 
which allows us to ſearch the Scriptures, 
and prove all things; not exatting an 
Implicite Faith, or Blind Obedience. It 
gives us to underſtand what God faith 
to us, and what we pray for to him, 
in the uſe of an Erneliſb Bible and Litar- 
gy. It is a Religion which makes no 
more Sacraments, than our Saviour did, 
but gives us them intire. Ina word, it 1s 
a Religion which is pure, and peacc- 
able, which diſpenſeth with no Durics of 
Piety, Righteouſneſs, or Charity 5 which 
teacheth Obedience to Governours, and 
abhors Rebell;on and Treaſon, as one of 
the worſt things in Popery. 

Methinks no worldly Conſtderati- 
ons, no Hopes or Fears ſhould caule us 
to waver in, much leſs to depart from, 
a Religion, ſo purely (briſtian as this ; 
$0 Profitable unto all things in our Po- 
D 4 litick, 
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tick, and Private Capacities, maintain- 
Fro Peace, and Property, the Power 
of Soveraigns, and Rights of Subjctts ; 
Giving to God tle thi 'OS that are Gods, 
arid to Celar thoſe that are his, no way 
opprefling the meancſt of the People 
in their civil Concerns, and molt «| 
fetuallv* promoting the ſpiritual Wel- 
fare, and Happineſs of all Men ; me- 
thinks, I ſay, we thould not ec eaſily be 
perſivaded out of ſuch a Religion, at 
Feaſt not ro change 1t for that which we 
have heard deſcribed, one depraved 
with*the moſt fond Super ſtitions and [- 
"dolatrous Rites of Gentiliim 3” nor in- 
deed for any other, which under the 
pretcnge of greater Purity, doth real- 
'ly comply with, and advance the In- 
'tcreſts of this, What true Good can 
: we propound to our ſ{clves by ſuch an 
Exchange? Let us therefore rclolve to 
: Continue, and fix where we are, Saying 
' With thoſe in another Caſe ; Whither 
: ſhall we go, thou kaſt the words of Eternd 
: Life 8 


The End of the ſccond Sermon. 
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SERMON > 


| | On the 3zoth of January, ' 1680. 
' © The Third Sermon. 
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Yo 4s much as in me #s, Tam ready to 
preach the Goſpel to you that are at 
Rome alſo. 


[thertoI have been diſcover- 
ing the Anti-Chriſtian Errors 
of profeſſed Papiſts,in order to 


your Confirmation and Eſta- 
bliſhment, rather than (what I yet moſt 
heartily deſire) their Conviftion and 
| Reco» 
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Recovery, becauſe I know not whether 
this Diſcourſe may reach any of them. 


: There are another ſort of Men who 
think themſelves far enough from Rome, 
or at leaſt would have us think them fo; 
who upon a true enquiry will be found 
to be their Aſo. | mean theſe among our 
ſelves, who whilſt they loudly proteſt 
againft the Heatheniſh Superſtitions, and 
Idolatries of the *Papiſts ; do yet com- 
bine with them, yea with the worſt of 
them, the Jeſuits, in many of their 
Principles and Practices, no leſs wrcbri- 
ſtiaz ;, and ſtrengthen the Hands and 
Hearts of thoſe our implacable Enemies, 
| by dividing the Body, and conſe- 
quently waſting the Force of our Prote- 
ſtant Church, 

' I would not at this time eſpecially, 
.\diſcourage the Zeal of any well meaning 
* Proteſtants, by aggravating the Errors 

and Irregularitics of it 3 but ſure they 
"muſt needs be very ſhallow Headed, if 
'they are indeed true Hearted, and well 
'meaning Proteſtants, who think in 
theſe Days to ſerve their Cauſe,to bring 
'Honour and Security to their Religion, 
by breaking the Orders and Unity of 
our Church, by mutinying againſt jk 
' 4. 


to them that are at Rome alſo. 


Leaders, and drawing off into Parties, 
and Fations, from the main of their 
Strength, if not turning their Weapons 
upon, and making at thoſe as their Ene- 
mies, who have been at leaſt their Com- 
panions, if not their Champions, in the 
common Quarrel. In order to the 
tempering and direCing of theſe Men's 
Zeal, I would in the Spirit of Meeknels, 
the Spirit of the Goſpel, propound theſe 
things totheir ſober Thoughts. 

I, That however they may value 
themſelves upon their Courage and For- 
wardneſs,yet they will never be crown- 
ed with due Praiſe, nor have any juſt 
cauſe to triumph in their Victories, ##- 
kſs they ſtrive lawfully, ating within the 
compaſs of their own Calling, and 
Quality, not violently invading other 
Men's Offices, but patiently waiting for 
God's Blefling upon the faithful dif- 
charge of their own. 

Thoſe that are otherwiſe perſuaded, 
are in that Particular, at Rome alſo. 
Where we all know it is taught and pra- 
Ciſed, as ſound Dodrine 3 that a very 
good End doth Legitimate and Sanctity 
the worſt Means that can be uſcd for at- 
taining it. 


2. If 
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2. If the Power, Policies, and Aq- 
'vantages of our Enemies be at this time 
'very dreadfu}, as indeed they are, ] 
: would adviſe them to conſider; whether 
the Proteſtant Cauſe 1s like to gain any 

ehing, by their repreſenting their Num- 

' ber and Strength, to be more (till, and 
' more terrible than really it is : I mean, 
'by reducing every thing to Popery,which 
'faits not their fingular Models, and 
Forms of Government and Worlhip. + 

Sure if the Fathers and Sons in this 
aur National Ghurch, are for the moſt 
part Popiſhly affefed, as too many of 


them, do moſt diſingenuouſly, and in- 


deed diſhoneſtly ſuggeſt, the very 
' Heart of our Religion would fail for 
'want of its wonted and proper Succours 
; and Support. 


How formidable would the Intereſt 


of Howe thun be, if there were none 
; but diſagreeing, and ſcattered Forces tq 
' oppoſe it ? 


His Majeſty in his Declaration concer- 


.ning Eccleſtaſtical Affairs, 1660. was 
pleaſed to ſignify, That in his Converſe 
'with zhe moſt Learned of the Reformed 
: Churches abroad they did always with 
great Submiſſion, and Reverence, acknow- 


leds and magnify the Eſtabliſhed Govern- 


ment 
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ant of the Church of England, and the 
great Countenance and Shelter the * Prote- 
ant Religion received by it, before the late 
unhappy Times :, arid that, many of them 
have with great Ingenuity and Sorrow con- 
feſed, that they were too eaſily miſled by 
Mifnformations and * Prejudice into ſome 
Diſe een of it 5, as if it had too mnch coms- 
plied with the Church of Rome, whereas 
they now acknowledg it to be the beſt Fence 
God hath raiſed againſt *Popery in the 
World. 

Thoſe that go about to pull down 


| this Bulwark, or fire this Caſtle, for 


fear it ſhould ſurrender to the Enemy; 


| I would defire them toithink mm time, 


how naked and defenceleſs they will 
leave the Proteſtant Religion 5 and whe- 
ther they do not really expoſe what 
they pretend to preſerve, aud ſtreng- 
then the Building of the Rowen Church, 
with every Stone they take from 
Ours, 

3. I would detire the Beginners of 
the Separation, to reflect ſcrioully upon 
the [{Jues of their former Practices. 1 
mean, not only the ſhedding of lo much 
Blood, the Blood of their Equals, their 
Nobles, their King kimſelf ; in purſuit 
of the Quarrel they began, but the great 
OCCa- 
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'occalion they gave thereby (tho hope 


| ome of them unwittingly) of Triumph 
to our 'Popiſh Adverſaries. 


We know very well how ready they 


. | were to throw back upon our 'Aeligion, 
that heavy Charge of Febellion, which 

. we had ſo juſtly laid upon thezrs ; and by 
[noting the irregular Pradtices of ſuch 
' Zealous Profeſlors, how much they en- 


deavoured to depretiate and beat down 


: the eſteem of the Proteſtant eligion, 
; Where 1t was moſt valued, to raiſe ſome 
: Men's Averſions, toan abhorrence of it, | 
: and toconfirm and heighten thediſlike 
| of others, into the utmoſt degree of | 


Contempt. The generality of weak, 


which part they ſhould adhere toy. the 


. Jdolatrous *Papiit, or the Sacrilegious 
| Proteſtazt.. 


That Learned and truly Moderate 


' Man Monſieur Amyrant, in the Epiltle 
: Dedicatory of his Paraphraſe upon the 
: *Pjalms, to His Majeſty that now 1 


gives him to underſtand 3 how on 
; the 


| but honeſt Chriſtzars, who obſerved | 
© things in their naked and proper Ap- | 
| pearances, without the colourings of | 
: Either ſide, the Presbyterian Excuſes, or | 
| the 'Popiſh Aggravations, were put into 
| great Doubts, and waverings of Mand, 
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the Proceedings of the Pmritans here, 
were objeCted to him by a great Peer of 
France, in way of Reproach to the 
Proteſtant Religion, as if, it moved to 
Sdition, and Rebellion ; and were a 
perfeft Enemy to Monarchical Govern- 
ent 


ment, 

And the bleſſed Martyr King Charles 
the Father; fearing leſt the Scandal of 
the late Troubles might be objected to 
his Sor, againſt our eſtabliſhed Relzgior: 
He firniſherh him with this Anſwer. 
* That ſcarce any one that hath been a 
'Beginner or Proſecutor of the late War 


. * againſt the Church, the Laws, and 


© Himſelf, ether was,or is a true Lover, 


| *Embracer or Pra@ticer of the Prote- 
| *ſtant Religion eſtabliſhed in England, 
| *which neither gives ſuch Rules, or ec- 
| Tyer before ſer 


ach Examples. 
I would deſire thoſe yet ſurviving, 
who did begin, orcarry on that unhap- 


| py War, after fo fair a time of cooling, 


to conſider calmly what it ended in,how 
much our '/feligion loſt, and how much 
Popery gained by itz and that they 
would have a very jealous Eye upon 
every Diſcontent, and turbulent Moti- 
on which tends the ſame way again, and 
not juſtify thoſe Aﬀions now, which 
ſome- 
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ſometimes __ in _ ou Acknows 
| Tedgment, could not ardoned with- 
out a great AG of Mercy and Obli. 
' T10R. 
: Yea on this day of our forrowful Re 
' fle&ion, upon the moſt execrable Trea- 
: fon that ever the Sun ſaw 3 (for that a- 
| gainſt our Saviour the Sun would not 
: look upon) How much doth it concern 
us to bewail, not only that laſt, and 
' moſt daring Villany ; but all the cauſe- 
' leſs Complaints, the Faftions, and the 
| Fightings, that made way for it : En- 
| deavouring by all good Conliderations 
to encreaſe our Abhorrence, and Dete- 
{tation of ſo black a Crime ; and by our 
peaceable Behaviour, and chearful Sub- 
miſſion to the Scepter we liveunder, to 
| ſecure our (elves from the lea(t touch, 
and ſtain of any ſuch Guilt for the time 
to COMe., ( 
4. I would adviſe our diſſenting 
Brethren to conſider, how far a great 
art of them have advanced towards 
; arh and ſymbolized with the Papiſts, 
not only in their own frequent Viola- 
tions of ſolemn Oaths ; thoſe of All- 
| grance and Supremacy, the Covenant of 
| their own . framing and impoſing, but 
| 1 their ſpecious offers of a Diſpcnlatis 
on 
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on for our Royal Martyrs Goronation- 
0th, relating to the maintenance of 

ſcopacy, with the Legal Rites, Hos 
care Priviledges of the Clergy s 
But alſo in their Imperious Solicitations 
of him to give up that great Truſt con» 
tary to his declared Judgment and 
Conſcience, and that notwithſtanding 
bis ſignal readinefs to comply with 
them in any thing where he lawtully 
might. 

God knows, I am very unwilling, 
even upon this day, to look back upon 
ay thing of this nature, which I might 
honeſtly over-look. 

And indeed my own Circumſtances 
the Church, and the preſent temper 
of the Nation is ſuch, that I cannot be 
luppoſed in an equal Judgment, to 
be biaſſed to- any Partiality in defence 
o our preſent Conſtitution, either 
wainſt *Papiſts or any other Aggreſlors 
or.Underminers of it 3 and. however I 
my be cenſured by any ſort of Men 
br the ſeeming Imprudence or unſca- 
lnableneſs ſuch plain dealing 3-F 
rally deſign nothing elſe but the faith- 
ful diſcharge of a neceſſary Duty, even 
nthis Advice, and I pray God remove 
all prejudicate Opinions. 


—_ 
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But if they will not be perfwaded to 
look back upon what is paſt, and think 
it hard to be put upon doing, after 
an AZ of Pardon and Indemnity ; 
would defire them to conſider in the 
fifth place : 

5. What good Effed they can ratio- 
nally promiſe themſelves, of thar pre- 
ſent Separation 3 whether the breaking 
of Unity, and Order at this time, 
not the great Advantage which out 
Enemies defire, and by all means defipn, 
inſomuch that now,to be ſure, whoſoe- 


about leſſer matters, are againſt usin 
the main. 

i It is obſervable, in what manner the 
Contention between Abraham's Herdſ: 
men and Lot's is related. And there wa 
p —__ between Abraham's Herdſmen,and 
the Herdſmen of Lot's Gattel ; and to it- 
timate the unſeaſonableneſs of the Strife, 
it follows immediatly z Ard the Cant 
anite, aud the Perizzite dwelt in tht 
Land : Its ſet down as an aggravation 
of their Sin and Folly, that they ſhould 
fall out andquarrel, while the Heathew 
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that ſeparate from us, much more they © 
that ſtrive, and contend with us though 1 
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their Religion to Contempt 3 and, toap- 

yit to our own Caſe, doubtleſs it 

no leſs Unwiſe,than Unchriſtian,for us 
todivide and quarrel among our ſelves, 
how the Canaarite and the Perizzzte 
dwellin the Land,now the Papiſts,thoſe 
Gentilizing Chriſtians, are among us 
hot only as Lookers on, but as buſie 
Promoters of our Diſlentions, and evil 


Defigns thereupon. 
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Our Apoſtle, the Door of the Ger- 
tie ( the propriety of whoſe Voca- 


| tion him to have a ſpecial cate 


y | « thoſe without ) faith, if a Heather 
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tave fn and hear you ſpeak, with ſeveral 
Tanguer,will he not ſaythat you are mad ? 
jou will not only diſgrace your ſelves, 
t by your Diviſions harden him in 
tis Superſtition. 

One of the ſhrowdeſt Enemies of 
Ciriſtianity that ever appeared in the 
World, was Fnlian the Apoſtate, and 
we read in Ammianus Marcellinss lib. 
22, that he could not invent any mote 

al way, to ruine what he ſo much 

, than by encouraging all the 
Profeſſors of it in their diſtin forms 
md ways of Opinion and Worſhip. 
ad we know the *Papiſts have learned 
tis Wiſdom from that Heather Empes« 
E 2 rout 
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rour to promote Diviſion, and Tolergi. 
on of ſeveral Seds; that when t 

could do nothing againſt the whole, 
one part might deſtroy another. And 
can we think of upholding the Proje. 
ftant Religion, by the very ſame Arts 


and Methods which the *Papiſts have 


all along uſed to pull it down, and 
which the Pagans have uſed to extirpate 
9 gays it ſelf; Therefore ſurely, 
thoſe who have ſeparated from us upon 
Jittle Differences, if they are what they 
pretend to be, *Proteſtants indeed, can- 
not but ſee the greateſt Reaſon imag- 
nable,tocome in with ſpeed,and to joyn 
cordially and clofly,in helping to repair 
thoſe Breaches in the Chucrh,  { which 
they themſelves firſt made ) at which 
ſwarms of Se@aries have entred in among 
us, and too many-others, have gone out 


into the Church of Reme ; ſurely it | 


concerns them now, not only 1n Duty, 
but in Policy and Intereſt, togoasfar 


 1n Conformity, to come as near 15 


as pollibly they can, and to let their 


| Followers know, what*they are co0- 


vinced of themſelves, that neither our 


Epiſcopacy, or Liturgy, are *Popiſh, but 


; far more odious to thoſe at Rowe, than 
' .toany others, and that there is nothing, 


TEquI- 
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required of Lay-Mer in the way of 


Declaration, or Subſcription, which 
they of the Clergy, could not freely 
ſubmit to. 

That (uch as Mr. Bax ter, ( whom [ 
tame for the Eminency and Influence 
of his Example ) now there is more 
need of 4 Care of Church- Diviſions, 
han when he wrote his Book with that 
Title, would ſpeak out again, and 
tl the World as he doth in the Preface 
of his Defence of that Book. * That 
'qar Diviſion gratifieth the *Papiſts, 
nd greatly hazardeth the Proteſtant 
"Religion, and that more than moſt of 
the Diſlenters ſeem to believe, or to 
|- And as in another place, that 
' Fopery will get ſo great an Advan- 


"tage by the Separation, as may ha- 
''ard us all, and we may loſe that 


'which the ſeveral Parties do contend 
'about, 

[could wiſh they would reflc& upon 
Wat was long ſince written by their 
wn Mr. Shepherd of new England. 


'That it is the Jeſuites Plot, to * 


ſubdue by private Divihons, whom 
they eannot conquer by open force. 
was moſt pleafing to Satan to pre- 
Yall with Chriſt, to caſt himſelf down 
E 3 * head- 
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| © headlong from the Temple, rather than 
' ©to fling him down himſelf. 'Tis the 
< delight of Hel to ſet, and ſee Churches 
| © at variance among themlſelyes 6c, .... 

© It is a wonderful thing, to ſee what 2 
' *a ſmall occaſion of Offence will do, a 
© Ward, a Geſture, a Garment, a matter 
' © of Indifferency, &c. — 

That they would conſider, and lay 
to heart, what that once great Man #- 
mong them, Mr. 'Philip Nye, wrote a 
little before his Death, concerning the 
Lawfulneſs of hearing the Gonforming Mi- 
xiſters, particularly that place towardsthe 
Concluſion, where he wonders, *How 
© the differing Parties came to be o + 
© greed in thinking it unlawful to bar 
© us preach, and that he is perſaded 
© that it is one conſtant of Satan 
* in the yariety of ways of Religion, 
© he hath ſet on Foot by Feſuites among 
© Us. 

That they wauld conſider the lalt 
and dying Apprehenfions, of their lat 
Champion Dr. Lewis Du Mowin, cotr 
cerning what himſelf had formerly, a0d 
not long ſince written and ſpoken with 
a great teal of Paſſion and Viruleng, 
for the widening of our Breaches, the 


defaming of our Church, and the | 
lifying 
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lifying of ſome of the moſt eminent 
and worthy Perſons therein. 

ly, To fave my ſelf and others 
any further Trouble, or Travail in this 
Argumentz I would earneſtly commend 
to their ſober and impartial reading,our 
great Dr. Silling fleet's late and moſt ex- 
cellent Book of the Unreaſonableneſs of 
Separation. And then I hope, we ſhall 
no longer by our imprudent and unchri- 
ſtan Diviſions, hold open a Door, as 
t were for Popery to enter in upon us, 
tor by declaring againſt Rome,upon the 
diſtint Intereſts of our ſingular Perſua- 
ſons, verify that of Tacitzs in another 
Caſes Dum ſinguli pugnabant, Oniverſt 
wncebantur, when they broke their 
Ranks, and would fight ſingle, all were 
ally overcome. 
- But if none of theſe Conſiderations, 
a any other, will temper the obltinacy 
of our Diflenters, and perſuade them to 
Peace and Union ; I muſt needs con- 
dude, notwithſtanding all their Preten- 
cs to the contrary, and their vehement 
Qutcries againſt Popery, that they are at 

alſo. And I am the more confirm- 
edin this, becauſe © Mr. Baxter himſelf, 
*was once perſuaded that all the Argu- 
« ments elſe in *Bellarmin, and all ot 

E 4 * Books 
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© Books that ever were written, have 


* not done ſo much to make *Papiſi in 
<;Ergland, as the multitude of Sefts a+ 
* mong our ſclves. 

But there are another ſort of Men, 
who are at '/FYome alfo. I mean, the A 


| thieſtical and Profane, the careleſs, and 


Controverſies 
of the Church 
of England. Þ. 
168, 


looſe Livers among our ſelves ; for 
my Lord Bacon hath well obſerved, 
© There is a double Policy of the Spirity- 
*al Enemy, either by counterfeit Holi- 


' *ncG of Life, to eſtabliſh and authorize 


©Eprors, or by corruption of Manners, 
*to diſcredit and draw into queſtion, 


© Fruth and things lawful. 


No Pagan Blaſphemies, or Pepifo U- 


: ſarpations, arc fo offenſive to God, or 
- 1njurious to his Church, as the ſcands- 


; vants; Our greateft Fear and Dang, 
| Belvoed, is from our ſelves: Our 


lous miſcarriages of his pretended Ser- 


70s, 


| are our worſt Enemies, and,ifnot over- 


come by us, will ſoon betray and ruine 
us, and our Proteſtant Cauſe, without 
any other Plots, and Confpiracies. 
When we conſider what it was,thatblas 
ſted thoſe flouriſhing Churches of Epheſus, 
Sardis, Laodicea, we ' cannot eſcape 
ſome fearful abodes, of the like effett, 
of our deeay of Love, our _— 

: 1s 
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Poſen, our Lukewarnmneſ;, and great 
ioditferency in the moſt material Parts 
and Acts of our Religion. 
The Church of England (and God 
nt we may be truly ſenſible of it) 
Fith ſuffered much, and is ſtill like to 


faffer more by her own Children. And 


that is verified in her, which was once 
fiid of Julins Ceſar, Plures illum amici 
tnfoderunt quan inimici, She hath re- 
cived more Wounds from her Friends, 
than from her Enemies. 


Vila eft non egre proditione ſue. 


How many among us are there that 
profeſs little, or no regard at all to Re- 
ligion, or profeſs that regard for the 
temporal Conveniencies that attend it ? 
And how many are falſe and hypocriti- 
alin their Profeſſion, reſting in meer 
Shadows, and external Formalities ? 
molt unreaſonably concluding that all is 
well with them, becauſe the Lines are 
fallen to them, in ſo pleaſant a place as 
#purged Church, and that themſelves 
need Reformation the leſs, becauſe that is 
feformed £ What is this, but as one 
ſpeaks > «To run round in a Circle,and 
* meet the Church of Rome where wy 
| c 


Orid. ds Ca 
rinnd, 
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'©left her 2 What'is os, but to ſpeak 
: her' very Language, that to be in th; 
Ark, this C _ to be ſafe ? is 

"Behold, we are called Chriſtians, and 
reſt in the Goſpe/, and make our Boaſts 
' of Chriſt, and the Purity of his Ordinan- 
ces, and Worſhip among us! 
: - But believe nt, it is not the Name of 
Proteſtant or Reformed,no nor the Name 
; of Chriſt himſelf that will fave us, or 
' our Religion; if by our wicked Con- 
| verſfation, we cauſe that Name, that 
worthy Name, ( as St. Fames calleth it ) 
'' to be evil ſpoken of among the Gentiles, 

- our Popiſh or our *Phanatical Ene- 

/ MIES. | 

' .- It ts our walking in this Holy Name 1 
our-living up to the Principles of our 
| Savieur's Goſpel, and our improv 
the Means of Grace to a more pe 
Degree of Holineſs, than any have at- 
tained unto in the Strength of Nature, 
or of their own artificial Inventions 
that will make Chriſtiaxity truly glorious 
: in the Eyes of Jews, Twks and Hee 
' #hens; Our prota Chriſtianity to 
- out-ſhine the Y:ſbaity of Rome, and our 
| Church of England to flouriſb, and be 
honourably. eſteemed, among all her 


 Siſſers of the Reformation. Our. Skill 
in 


« 
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to them that are at Rome alſo. 


in Controverſies, will not do us the Ser- 
vice, nor gain us the Reputation, that 
the Simplicity of our Manners, the Pie- 
ty of our Praftices will ; This is that 
avarrfggrT@- CVASHTHOD-, As St. Chryſo- 


fom ſtiles it, the moſt uncontroulable, 


or irrefiſtable, if we may not ſay infalli- 
ble Proof, and Conviction of the Good- 
neſs of our Religion in the Judgment of 
moſt Examiners. 


I ſhall therefore conclude this Head 
of my Diſcourſe, with an earneſt Ex- 
hortation to Holineſs of Life : That our 
ways may be wpright as among the Gen- 
tiles, and our well-doing ſuch, and fo ex- 
emplary, as may put to felence the ignos 
rance of fooliſh and captious Mev. 


It is a ſhame to our Religion, that we 
ſhould go to Rome for Examples of Ver- 
tue, or ſeek Chriſt 312 the ſecret Chambers z 
that we ſhould learn Piety from [dola- 
ters, or ſtrictneſs of Life from the Exe- 


mies of (Fovernment 5 yet even among 


; them may be found ſome Inſtances of 


Mortification, and Zeal, which may 


ſerve at leaſt for our Reproach, if not 
for our Imitation. The voluntary Au- 


ſteritics of the Popiſis, their Mid-night 
Deva» 


7$ 
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Devotions, _ Faſtings, painfi 
Pennances, may ſerve 
to put us in mind of our Saviour 


' wholeſome Precepts of Self-denial, Hea- 
'venly-mindednefs, devout Prayer, and 
diſcreet Abſtinence ; and the Zeal of ſe. 


veral SeFaries, in ſome parts of Religi. 


on, may condemn ourgeneral Coldneſ, 
. or Indifferency in the whole. | 


But if, we can learn no good from 


' them,let us be very carefu], leſt we har- 


den "them in evil, and confirm themin 
their Erroneous Opinions, by our vitious 
Practices. 

When we have diſarmed them of 
their defenfive Weapons, and left them 
no rational Plea, nor Excuſe, for their 
Schiſm, and Sedition 3 Let us not put 
into their Hands, a Sword of Offence, 
and expoſe our ſelves to the Mercy of 
their Cenſures ( which is cruel enough ) 
by any Irregularities of another nature. 


; And becauſe many among us at this time,” 
- appear more zealous for the Intereſt of 
their Religion, than that of their Souls, 
 Iefs mindful of the great Duties of Ss- 
 briety, "Righteouſneſs, and Piety in their 


own Converſations, than thoſe of di 


' Covering, oppoſing, .and puniſhing, 
the: heretical and traiterous Deſigners 


agal 


to them that are at Rome alſo. 


againſt our 'Proteſtant Church, and ſeem 

more to fear the Popiſh Conſpiracies, than 
any of the Devil's Wiles and Strata- 
gems 3 I would defire it might be well 
conſidered that a holy, good Life is as 
neceſſary to uphold our Religion, as to 
fave our Souls, Nothing like this, as 
hath been intimated already to break 
-the Courage, and baffle the Attempts 
of our Rowiſh Adverſfaries, or to reclaim 
'and bring home other Diſſenters into 
our Communion. 

Nothing ſo like to fix and ſettle them 
n their Errors and Seditions, as our 
looſe and vain Converſations 5 and m- 
dd at this time, we ought to be more 
then ordinarily circumſpe&, now ſo ma- 
ny evil Eyes are upon us, watching for 
wr haltings, and ſo many Mouths ready 
opened to aggravate our leaſt Miſcarri- 
7s; wherefore we could never more 
kaonably apply to our ſelves, that of 
good Nehemiah, Onught we not to walk in 
ite Fear of our God, becauſe of the Re- 
frach of the Heathen, our Enemies. 

Among all the Motives and Perſua- 
ines to Holineſs, me-thinks this ſhould 
Not be the leaſt powerful, that it is like- 
;fany thing, to gain thoſe that diſſent 

us,to convince the more ſober and 
ingenu- 


| —_ that we are in the right way 
| of Worſhip; and to remove all Stones 
x | of Offence outof the Path, cither of 
| ' the tender, or I | 
2 Edward, Aneminent Exampleof, and a migh- 
defign of Chri. ty Advocate for Holinefs hath well ob- 
fexit3.y-304- ferved, * That meer pretences to 
_ © Sandiy, do ſtrangely make Proſelites 
<to feveral Forms, that have nothing 
© beſides to ſet them off, and co 
*them : And as for -obſtinate Perſons, 
© that will by no means be prevailed 
* with to come over to us, they will 
< however be greatly diſabled, from re- 
< proaching our Religion, when they 
' © are convinced, that it hath excellent 
<EtfeCts upon the Profeſſors of it. Not 
© would that idle and fenceleſs Talk, 
. © whereby ſome hot-headed People en- 
| <deavour to prove us an Artichriſti- 
© ax Church, be by many, if by any 
 <liftned to, if they could diſcern among 
© us more Chriſtians Lives 3 could they 
© be once ſatisfied, that we eſteem it our 
| ©principal Intereſt and Concernment 
©to make our ſelves. and others really 
© and ſubſtantially good, Miniſters by 
ms and all by obeying the Gef 
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This would be the moſt likely way 
to ſecure us from Popery and Tyramny, 
on the one hand 3; from lar Tu- 
mults and Confuftons, on the other ; 
from all thoſe Evils and Calamities, that 
threaten us in theſe cloudy, lowring 
Times, theſe times of general Tronble, 
and Diſtra&tion, and abodings of Evil ; 
when Mers Hearts are ready to fail for 


fear of what is coming upon the Earth, 


what is likely to befal us of this Narti- 
on; becauſe this is the ſure way to 
have the Soveraige over-ruling Power of 
Heaven and Earth on our fide, his mer- 
dful Providence to guard, and defend 
us in the greateſt Extremities : and in- 
deed, the worſe the times are, the 
greater the Dangers we are in, the 
more clol{ly ſhould we walk with God, 
n the daily pradtice of Piety and Ver- 
te, humbling our ſelves for our Sins 
paſt, and watching againſt future Temp- 
titions, praying for, and putting our 
Truſt in the Divine Protection, accord- 
Ing to that excellent Exa of the 


Prophet Micah 3 Becanſe the Times were Chap. 9. ver.3; 


very wicked and perilous, (as God 
knows ours are) Therefore, faith he, 1 
will look unto the Lord, 1 will wait for the 
God of my Salvation; and then he 
ENCOUT- 
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encourageth himſelf in Almighty Good- 


' neſs, #3 God will hear me. 


Beloved, Our fervert Prayers, and our 


patient continuance in well-doing,will avail 
' more; for the removal or the prevent- 
' Ing of publick Calamitics, than the Polj- 
' cy of our States-men, the Zeal of our 
Preachers; and much .more than the 
| heady and inconfiderate endeavours of 
| our People: For when neither the 


Wiſdom of our Connſellowrs, nor the Can- 
rage of our Magiſtrates can preſerve us; 
God's Mercy doth deliver the Iſland if 
the Innocent, and it is delivered by the 


rang of their Mende As ie wes oi 


to hal ly waſte the whole Eorh,cnd 
ity ſball lay waſte the whole ,and 1 
A ſhall overthrow the Thrones of the 


| Mighty. 


In this time of general Diſtreſs, Fear, 
and Danger, every Man almoſt, to be 


' fare, every Party of Men are projetting 
and fore-caſting this and the other way, 
' . to ſecure their own Intereſts ; but alas 


there.is but one way to ſave our {clves, 


every. part, and the whole ; and thats. 


the way of God, the way we have been 


commending to you 3 the way of Riglr 


teouſneſs, the way of Holineſs, that 
the way,of Peace, and Happineſs 3 vo 
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to them that are at Rome alſo. 


kd are they that walk in itz Integrity 
and Uprightneſs will preſerve them, and 
keep theme from the *Paths of the Deſtroyer. 
If (while we eſcape other Perſecurions) 
the Calumnies and Reproaches of thoſe 
that \reproach God, and his Religion, 
fall apon us ; Let us:conf1der that in due 
time, the lying Lips ſhall be put to-ſttence, 
which ' ſpeak grievons things proudly and 
contemptuonſly againſt the Righteous 5 or 
elſe; God will hide them inthe ſecret of his 
Preſence, from the *Pride of Han : and 
keep them ſecretly in a Pavilion from the 
Strife of- Tongues. If we walk in God's 
Name, he will preſerve ours, he will 
give Honour to our Perſons, and De- 
tence to our Cauſe: When Aaron and 
Mriamiim a Seditious Humour muti- 
med againſt Moſes, then God is pleaſed 
to own and vindicate Moſes's Fidelity, 
and to maintain his Cauſe 5; My Servant 
Moſes is faithful in all my Houſe, where- 
ſore then were you not afraid to ſpeak. 
againſt him £ 

If any thing will ſhame or confound 


| the Malice of our Enemies, it muſt be 


an exemplary Piety in our Lives, and 

Faithfulne(s in our Places. 
We have heretofore, and of late, had 
many heavy Complaints of perſecuting Si- 
þ lencers + 


Pſal 31. 18. 


Pal. 31. 20, 


Numb, t 2, 7- 
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 lexcers , but there is one way of put- 
' ting our Adverſaries to. Silexce, which 
: fare willnever be accounted Perſecution; 
| and that is meerly by our well-doing, 
' Far even thoſe who will ſcarce fiffer 

the Word of Exbortatiov, the greateſt 


Perſuafions of our Miniſtry, will yield | 


a little to the Integrity and Innocency 
of our Lives, Therefore however they 
eſcape the Rod of the Civil Magiftrae, 
or the Churches Cenfures ; let them not 
want ſuch Chriſtian Reprook and Con- 
victions as thefe. Let the Peoples Pra» 
Qice, as well as our Dodtrines, ſhew 


the Folly and Unreafonablenefs of tho 


that ſeparate from our Communion up- | 


on the pretence of greater Purity. $ 
that if we do not reclaim thoke that are 
at ome, we ſhall be no Arcefſaries 10 
their Guilt, and clear our felves from 
all ſuſpicion of being at Rome alſo, by 
lending any Hand to advance or 

bold the Aztichriſtianiſa: of that Rel 


pion. 


T ſhall come next to the ſecond Pros 
polition, 


It 
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The Fourth Sermon. 
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| $0 4 much as inmes, I am ready ts 
preach the Goſpel to you that are at 
Rome alſa. 


He ſecond Propoſition. we are ta 
ſpeak to, was this, viz. 


YN. That the moſs Chriſtian and effetuat 
wayof| _ Gu pel.,is Preachs 
ing end Perſmaſian. 


It is one of the greateſt Glories af the: 
Chriſtian Religion, that it cate in,and 
prevailed: in the: World upon its own 
Piety, and Wiſdem, with no Force but 
| @ Forrent of nts, and Demons 
firation of the Spirit 3, according to. that 
| Prophecy .concerningour Saviour, That 
be ſhould. ſhew Fudgment to the Gentiles, 
end zet that he ſhould. rot ſtrive nar ary, - 

F 2 is 
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diſcover no ſign of Anger or Diſcompo- 


{ure in his Mind, nor That any eMan 


ſhould hear his Voice in the Streets, i. e. he 
ſhould raiſe no- Tumult or popular 
'Hubbub. | 


' Again 1t was prophecied of the Goſ- 
pe] Days, that.our Saviour's Inſtitutions 
ſhould tend fo much to the correcting 
and qualifying of the Ferity and Rough- 
'D&ſs of Men's Manners ; that they ſhould 


_necd no other Weapons of Hoſtility, 


: than thoſe of Argument and Perſwaſion; 
Tat their Swords ſhould be turned into 


' Plow-ſhares, : and their Spears into Pru- 
' ing-bodks 5 and however 1n this unhap- 
' py Declenſion of Times, Men's World- 
| Iy Intere!'s, have much perverted this 
; moſt exccllent Deſign of Chriſtianity ; 


yet our blcfled Lord hath exprellytore- 
warned, that whoſoever ſhall preſume 
to draw the Sword in his Cauſe, ſhall 


be'fure to periſh' by it. The Precepts 


| which he gives, and moſt carneſily re- 
' commends; in order to the general Be- 
: nefit of Mankind, are thoſe of Meekreſs, 


eMercy, Forbearance, Long-Suffering, 


 *Bratherly- Kindneſs, and Charity. He 
"gave Love for the Livery, . and Badg of 
Joh. 13. 35- his Diſciples, *By this ſhall all Men 


know 


To them that are at Romie alſo. 
know that ye are my Diſciples,if ye love ons 


anot her. 


The Holy Spirit deſcended in the 
Form of a Dove, to. {1gnity, fay ſome; 
the Mecknels and Gentlene(s of the 
Criſtian Temper. And St. *Parl tells 
us; that the Frat of the Spirit, is Love, 
Joy, Peace, £ong-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance, 

The Apoſtles of Chriſt, and their Fol- 
lowers, acted -upon their Maſters Prin- 
ples, and by the Motions of his Spirit 5 
at{his Command they preached the Goſ- 
j#! throughout the'World, but oppoſcd 
nothing, -Beſtdes their Patience and 
Prayers, tothe Conntermands of Cruil 
Authority, not _ ailowing fo much as 
the Rebellion, either of the Tongue, or 
Pen, any 'open defaming, or any ſe- 
crtt ways of deſtroying the Powers they 
lived under; Nunguarm Conjuratio crupit, 
they were never found to be in any 
Plat, or- treaſonable Conſpiracy « On 
the contrary being reviled, they bleſſed, 
being perſecuted, they ſuffered it, Yea, 
the Calmneſs and Gentlenſs of their 
Ppirit, appeared no leſs afterwards when 
they were in Power, than when under 


Perſecution, 
F 3 And 


v5 


Gal. 5. 22, 23+ 


Tertul, 44 Nat} 


Sozom, lib. Is 
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And herein, there Praftice was very 
conformable to the Dottrine of the &- 
ſtolical Men of the firſt Ages. 


Religion 1s not to be propagated by 
Force and Vialence, faith Tertwlian, ; 


| And it was St. Gregory Nazianzen's Ad- 
; vice in his Oration 
| ive victory, Chriſtians muſt 


Peace, im3gn 
OVErcome 
their Enemies by leſſening themſelves 
and lay the Grounds of their higheſt Tri- 


| umphs in their loweſt Syubmmſſhons Ong 


Rehgion,ſaith Lafawtivs,maſt be defend- 


' £d, 2204 orcidendo, ſed moriende, not by 


taking away other Mens Lives, but by 


laying down our awn, in the Teftimo- | 


ny of the Truth, and 4 gaod Conlci- 
ence, whenſoever the Necefſlities ofthe 
Church ſhall require it of us. 

It was a great Honour to 'Prociws his 
Epeſcopacy, that he got the Heans of bi 


| People, and the Ends of his Goyer: 


Vie. Prodli. 


 frchs. Epiſ? 


tant. axe 


, ere p. 36: 


ment, by his admirable Condeſcen 
and Clemency ; and this was the Wil 
dom of m_ nels, = — _ 
HACrqQue OuAHK ADJIETTENAO PTS | 
Pr _ leſt Kan much Srernnel; and 
Severity, he ſhould fright the Sheep from 
the Flack, and thereby make them 4 
mare caſjc Prey for the Wolf. 
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to them that are at Roine alſo, 


eManfuetndine corpus Chriftr, 
Eccleſra, ny Fo 2 ka a 
els _ = Force of nm Ene- 
mies Rage, and the conquers altogetheb 
by Ads of Gentleneſs 4nd Perfwalont 
and indeed other Methods are improper, 
nay ineffeftual 3 Men may be forced 
mo Hypoerifte, but not into a true 
Belief; they may be beaten out of theie 
Trenches, and out-works of Wicked- 
nes, biit the Devils ftrongeſt hold, the 
Heart will not be taken by F7elence x 
Nothing can enter there, but the Light 
of Reaſon, and the Demonſtration of the 
Pirit, the voice of the Wiſe Charmer; 
and the powerful Preacher, the In- 
| ——_ of Men, and the Grace of 
G 
We muſt indeed corttend earneſtly for 
the Faith, yet above all things we wnuſt 
put o#: Charity, and uſe ſuch other Arms 
« are fit for the Chriſtian Warfare, not 
thoſe that are carral, but ſpiritual, 
Preaching and Diſputation, Holineſs 
of Life, Aſtiduity of Exhortation, the 
word of God,and Prayer; and when we 
come to.reprove, rebuke, and to inflict 
ſpiritual Puniſhments, we muſt diſtin- 
guaiſh as tenderly as we can, between 
| the wilfal and the weak, the obſtinate, 
| 24 F 4 and 
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{ and the ignorant': The firſt ſort indeed 


| muſt be more roundly dealt withal ; It 


was with ſich thei Prophet 1/2. had to 
do,. when God bids him lift wp his Vaice 
like a Trumpet ; wuth ſich Timothy muſt be 
inftant in ſeaſon, a? d. out of ſeaſon, ex+ 


kort, reprove, rebuke with alt Authority, 


The obſtinate we muſt endeavour to ſee 


with fear, plucking | ther out of the. Fire, 
with them we muſt be more ſharp and 
ſevere 1n our Admonitions and Threat- 
nings;- but on the Weak. we 'wuſt have 
Compaſſion, thoſe who may be ſuppoſed 
affetn pie Opimionis errare, as Salvian 
thought charitably of ſome Arrians of 
his days; thoſe who as Sheep going 
aſtray, who may be ſuppoſed to err 
through {implicity, or the Fervours of 
Devotion, ought to be treated with a 
fatherly Tendcrneſs,and reſtored if pol- 
ſible with the Spirit of Meekneſs, con- 
formable to the Do&rine of St. "Paul to 
Timothy, in Meeknefs inſtruiting thofe who 
oppoſe 5 much more thoſe who -only 
peaceably withdraw themſelves, if God 
peraduventure will give them Repentance 
to the acknowledging of the Truth. 

The. Council of: Aix compares the 


:Church to a Dove, which ſometimes 
may ſtrike gently with her Wangs 


yet 
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yet hath neither Beak nor Talons; to 
tear and deſtroy. p07 
, - And it: was once the ſaying of a wiſe 
Satkd-Man, and : one not diſafieGted to 


our Cherrch';, * That :there is no berter 


way to ſtop the rifings. of new. Se, 
© and Sobsſrs, than; to reform Abules, 
* tootmpound the+{maller Differences, 
\ to proceed mildly and not with San- 
* ouitary --Perſccutions. > And God be 
thankſal; ſuch/is: the -prefent Moderati- 
on of Ercleſraſtical- Conſtitution, that we 
have no -Laws, .like -thofe of *Braco! 
written in Blood 3-our Penalties are not 
for Deſtru&ior, but for Correction and 
Amendment; we-puniſh-none for bare 
Opinions,: and readily embrace -every 
returning-Penitent : Yea ſuch; of Jate 
hathbeen the TendernefSand Indulgence 
of our! Gracions King; / and our Bis 
ſhops;;that Mercy hath «rmmphed over 
Juſtice, and - our . )-ſerters haves had 
more 'Favour ſhewed them than! the 
Lazs allow ; yet too many of themare 
3 querulous and diſcontented {til-as 
ever, hke froward humorous Children 
that cry, not becauſe they are whipped; 
but becauſe. they may 'not ſcratch their 
Nurſe, and have their fooliſh- Wills in 
every thing 3 or complain-oft their or 
ther's 


89 
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; ther's Rigor, though ber Commundy 

are very reaſonable, and her Corre 

ons as gentle : But this we are not to 
,P>-Puller of wonder atzfor fince, *The very tnikdind 
of the Church © and eneſs of our Lord Chriſt, by 
ef England. « which St. Paxl atfetionately entreay 
3 Cor. 10.1, the Corimthiins, too incffeRually pre- 
 *vailson theChr9ſtiar World, why ſhould 

* wethink it ſtrange that the Moderation, 


© which is the Glory: of the 
* Church of Eoxland, « ninnat perfivade 
* either the Romaniſts or Entheſſuſt, 10 
< be ſenſible of that Wiſdom and Law of 
* Kindneſs, which atterpers all che Con 
© mandsand Conſtitutions of our Chinth) 
but the vehement Oppoſition of both 
Extreams confeſſeth, whether they will 
or ho, that we are in the mean, and 
preſerve that Moderation in our } 

ment of Dotrines, and our ' 
of Diſcipline, which condemns the fi 
neſs of Opmion, and the violence AG- 
ing in each Party 3 and ſhews thatwe 
cannot joyn with either of them, ind6 
ſtroying Men's Lives,andFortunes,ove* 
turning of Kingdoms and Stattr, Lev 
and Governments, much leſt in depoling 
or murdering of Severaign "Princes, uy 
der the prezence of Conſeieme, and Rb 
ligion. bur this by the way, my "2 


Ty OE So Bno®MO ©» = wli.Þa 


LL Sr £©9C9xx.T_Þ..OA ML 4& —_— ww” 


OLE IL. 4 © £4 TJ. ». th > AM Ae ww_Þ©_ or frown amo atone ——_—_ 


to them thut eve ae Rome alſo, 


ne at preſent not 10 much to 
zaſtify the Practice © ourChurch,as the 
Doftrine of the Goſpekand to ſhew that 
the Religion of our Saviour, made no 
forcible Entry, upon the underſtand- 
ings of Men 3 ic did not arreſt their 
with Motives drawn from 
the civi{ Power, fince it met with the 
_ Oppoſition umaginable, from 
Heaben #3 but had the true 
Characters of the Divine Preſence, and 
cane peaceably in ard lexi, without 
Noiſe and Perturbation, infinuating it 
ff imo the Beliefs of Men by filent In- 
fences, and convincing Arguments. 


I way add here, That although our 
Lord Chrift was not only Xiwg of the 
Jews, but had the whole Hoſt of Hea- 
ren at his command, yet he called not 
n the Afaſtance of Force and Violence, 
to obrrude his Doctrines upon the 
World: And it isa moſt remarkable 
Cireumſtance, That Conſtantine the (Zreat 
did not appear in the ww to protect 
iqnity, until it had ga ten 
moſt conliderable - > rs ; 
IT we read any where, That _ 


J_ the Re 
They ever Po Power, 


Eukb. 4:403- 


Athan. Ef. 44 
fel vet agentes. 
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to revenge their Suttermps,- that they 


evexput either Fewor Heather to Death, 
becdiſe they would not #enounce their 
Religion. i, 

The kmpdom of Satar;-and of Arti: 
e6rift, "have flull:been plantedand wate 
red.in;:Blood -and Cruelty. As Nel 
ebadnezzarronce- dealt, with thoſe ,who 
would n6t:Worthip: his: 'Golden Gods; 
fo'did the: Heather: Emperors. witti the 
Primitive: Chriſtians, . ina/long Serif 
molt mercileſs Perſccutrons. -- Sodid the 
K#7g'of Perſia, with Abdas the Biſbop, 
who had -averturned | his /[dol-Temyler 3 
So.da the Twhks at this Day,with all the 
Oppolcrs of their Swperſtition. And it 
15 tad-to;rrelie the Barbarous Crueltics 
af ſome profeiied Chriſtians, towardyo 
thers really and truly ſuch; how bloody 
the Rage of the Arrians was againlt the 


Gathobeks 5 as hkewiſe that of the Done. | 
teſts, and:Circuncellians, in St, Angiiſtine; * 


that ofthe {Extichians, {in the ſecond 
Council: of. \Epbeſus, called - Epheſpman 


Latrocininm;' who murdered Flavia, | 


Arch- Biſhop of Conſtantinople. To come 
nearer home.;' I ſhall name no mort 
here, but'that of our zealous Regrcidth 
which ought to be to us this day, and 
will be to ſucceeding Ages for a Lame 
tation. Theſe 
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Theſe were the bloody ways of H-- 
thees and Heretichs. But no Hiſtories 


 |dotell us, Thattrue Catholicks did ever 


practiſe, or approve of ſuch Methods 
of maintaining, or propagating Reli- 


on. 
- The Pſendo-Roman-Catholicks indeed, 
are upon infamous Reco: d, tor-their in- 
humane Crueltics 1n the defence of their 
Churches Errors and Ofarpations : which 
ſpeaks the Pope, the Succeſſor of Ronmn- 
ks, who made hisway 'by Blood, rather 
than of St. Peter, who drew his Sword 
but once in his Maſter's 'Quarrel, and 
wasſevercly checked by him tor fo do- 

When the War, begun by the Chriſ?i- 
1s on the Tarks and Saracens, was 
tumed upon the Albigenſes by the Popes 
of ome; and that the Cruciata was pro- 
daimed againſt thoſe poor Souls only, 
| becauſe they differed in ſome Points 'of 
Dottrine, from the Opinions of that 
birch; how many hundred thouſands, 
| of well meaning Men, who' made a 
Conſcience of their ways, and crred not 
(fthey erred at all) out of Pride, but 


lenorance, fell a Sacrifice to the Roman: 
wits £ 


The: 
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Ds. Heyln's 
Pan 4ble of 154 
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ſtarts; 


"84h, and in: Queen Aery's, his bloody 


The Goſpe] preached 


Thuanus their own Hiſtorian, reports | | 
that Pope Paul the third, among other > 
Exhortations,which upon his Death-Bed | ; 
he delivered to his Cardinals, did laftly | | 
wiſh them to uphold the Office of the | 1 
Inquiſition, quo uno ſacro-ſaitam authors. | |] 


tateme with affirmabaet, wheredy the 4r- | 
_—— See of Rome is chiefly ſups | | 
ted, j 
F Choke the ninth, with the Free 
*Papiſts, never a&ed any thing with 1 
more Satisfaftion to his Holineſs, than « 
that Tragedy in Paris, and other (itizr, 
where ſo many thouſand Hegonets,were | | 
moſt treacheroully and barbaroully [ 
ſlaughtered. h 
The Savage briſt, never thought f 
their Hands and Weapons better ems | 
ployed, than in butchering the Prote- | c 
and this not mare from the | Y 
ferceneſs of their Natures, than from | y 
the bloody Principles of their Rely 
jON. 
« And in our own Nation, bow mall | y 
ſaffered Death under King Hewry the 
w 
w 
0, 


Daughter's Days, for their moſt reaſe 
nable Unbelicf of Tranſabſbartietion £ 

I have not now time to bring to your 
remembrance, the many Conlpract, 
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ts | of the Jeſter againſt, and Attempt 
wy ok l | blefed Queen El; 
od | zaheeh, by Parry, Babington, Stafford, 
ly Squire, &c. Nor to preſent you 
ke | with the horrid Circumſtances of their 
9 
" 
P 
< 


Powder Treaſon, againſt King Faxes her 
| Succeſſavr, all the Royal Fami- 
y, with the Flower of Church and State 

ina Partiawent Afiembly. 

But I wiſh we would take ſpectal 
th notice, by reafon of the ſeaſonablenels 
mn ofthe refleftion of their ET De- 
af and Actings, incom- 
| nr Pr Chorkes = Firſt, this 

yr; How they plotted againſt 

his Life, and Arch-Bifſhop Lawd's,as bath 

ht formerly, and of late, been ſufficiently 
+ | diſcovered; how they blowed theCoales 
of the late unnatural and deſtructive 
War ; how in their Conſults, they voted 
that King's Death as much conducing 
to the Entereſt of the Catholzck Cauſe, as 
they call theirs z and how they afliſted 
and direqed Inſtruments, whereby that 
Helbh Enterprize (for which we and 
the whole Nation mourn this day) 
was accompliſhed, and how they err- 
amphed thereupon 3 all this is notort 

known. 
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© The firſt Rebellion _— In Scot 
© land, where the Delign of-it was laid 


[wer im behalf < by Cardinal Richlien, his Majeſties 


| of the Roy- 
alrfFs, p- 12+ 


L arge Decla. 
TATION CONs 
cerning the 
Trmults in 


vcotland, p.3. 


©jrreconcileable'Enemy 3 Then it brake 


London, 1667.** out” 1n Treland, where it was bleſſed 


with his Holzneſs's Letters, and afliſted 
© by his Nu»cio, whom he ſent purpoſe. 
*ly to attend the Fire there Laſtly, 
*in England, .as harh been intimated, 
{jt is manifeſt. their Agents did their 
< parts there to unfettle the People, and 
© pave them needleſs occaſions of Jex- 
<loufie, which "the vigilant Phanaticks 
© made uſe of,. to involve us all in War 
©and Contulton: Both in England 
© and Scotland, the ſpecial Tools they 
© wrought with, were borrowed out 
* of the Shops of the Romans. It was 
* our Rozal Martzr'ss own Obſervation, 
*' That their Maximes were the ſame 
* with the Feſuites, their Preachers Ser- 
* mons were delievered in the very 
© Phraſe of Becanws, Sciopins, and Ende- 
© 20n Fohannes, their poor Arguments 
© printed, or written in their ſeditious 
« Pamphlets, were taken almoſt verba- 
©tim out of Bellarmir, or Suarez ; ant 
afterwards we have heard how they 
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carried on, and compleated the bloody | > 


Tragedy, by Popiſh Influence and Inſti- | 


gation. at | 
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Hath the Clemency and Indulgence 
of his Majeſty who now 1s, and whom 
God long preſerve, any ways aflwaged 
their Malice and turned their Hearts to 
better Purpoſes ? 

Their late deep and dreadful Con- 
ſpiracy againſt theſacred Lite of ſo good 
and Graciows a Prince, and the whole 
body of his Proteſtart Subje:,rerturns a 

Negative to the Queſtion ; and gives 
ustoo fad and ſenſible an Aflurance that 
their Feet are ſtill ſwift to ſbed Blood, that 
Deftruion and Miſery are in their ways ; 
and the ways of Peace have they not know. 
And I would there was no juſt cauſe of 
Fear, that they are working our Rume 
again by the very Inſtruments they uſcd 
lo ſucceſsfully heretofore, and that ſome 
of thoſe that give us the loudeſt Alarms 
of the Romans coming to take away our 
Place and Nation, are not themſelves 
preparing their way. But are the Pa- 
fiſt: indeed among all our modern Pro- 

of Chriſtianity the only Anti- 
Goſpelers in this particular of promoting 
Religion by Force? Truly I believe, 
the bloody and rebellious Principles of 
all others,were original theirs, and de- 
tived from them. 

But we can by no means excuſe the 


G Ty- 
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Thorndike's 


Forbearance of 


Penalties.c.29, ſhew 
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"Tyranny of the Independency, of 
| which we read ſo much in the Hiſtory 
that bears its Name 5 And their fre- 
quent putting £xakers to death in 
New Emgland for their Opinions, doth 
what a meek, merciful Spirit they 
are of, and what Liberties they are like 


{ to allow others, wherever they obtain 


Rule; And I wiſh with all my heart, 


: T could honeſtly ſpeak better, and more 


gentle things of all their elder Brethren, 


' the Presbyterians;, and becauſe many of 


that Per{waſton.,are not only ſound, and 
Orthodox in the main Articles of our 
reformed Religion, but learned, and able 
Defenders of it, zealous Proteſtours 
againſt the horrid Wickedneſs of this 
Day, and ative Inſtruments 1n bringing 
home our baniſhed King; I am not 
willing to ſay the worſt I know ofthe 
violence of ſome of their Spirits and the 
{cverity of their Difcipline. Yet I hope 
none among, us will juſtify the Rage, 
Malice, and Cruelties of the Scotch- 
ficld-Meetcrs, ten of whom barbaroully 
murdered the Arch-Biſhop of St. 4 
drews; and it is the current Dodtrine of 
their Pulpits and Books, that killing of 
' Biſhops, and thoſe ordained by them, 
no Murdcr, but a commendable, yea.al | 
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Heroical Ac of Juſtice ; and that a rc- 
volting Goveranter of any ſort 1s as ac- 
ceptable a Satrifice, 

Altho I fear too many among us feel 
ſome glowings of this Hel/iſh Zeal, ſome 
kindlings and ſtirrings of this fiery fierce 
Spirit, yet. (bleſſed be God) they have 
hitherto,and I hope (till will be reſtrain- 
ed from ſuch outragious Villamies. 

But let me not I beſeech you be 
thought your Enemy, If I tell you the 
Truth, m telling you plainly; That thus 
far we muſt complain of the ſeverity, 
their want of a Goſpel-Spirit, as Optatws 
did of ſome ſeparating, ſlandering Male- 
contents of his time, Dei Epiſcopos lin- 
gue Gladio 2 71 wg Sangni- 
nem non Corporis ſed Honoris. Though 
your hands have ſpared the Lives, yer 
your Tongues have murdered the Re- 
putation of Gods Biſhops, and Miniſters 3 
though you have not ſhed their Blood, 
yet you have ſtained their Honour, and 
wich is worle vilified, their FunTion ; 
yea notwithſtanding the undeniable 
and convincing Proofs they have given, 

heretofore and of late, by their 
Preachings, Writings, and Pradtices of 
their Sincerity in, and Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion, yet as Tucitws 
G 2 ſpeaks, 


100 . © 7 The Goſpel preached 
Tacitus 1» V5: ſpeaks, conflat4 magni invidil, ſeu bent 
we} ſen male geſta premunt; Where Envy 
and Spite predominate, Mens or 
bad Aﬀions are ahke diſtaſtful and 
what was faid out of the ſame Author in 
*Proclus's Caſe, that famous Arch-Bj 
' of Conſtantinople, may well be appli 
to theirs: Non minus eſt periculum it 
' magni quam in mala fama, un finma 
ſemper-petat livor, It is not the Evil of 
' their Lives, nor the Errour of their 
Do@rines, bat the eminency of their 
Place,” f not of, their Vertues, which 
hath drawn upon them ſo much vulgat 
: hatred and Obloguy. 
Dr. Barrow's Faults they have had,and will alway 


YikProd.p.n8, 


i 


Ser-onPlal- have, for they are Men, and ſubje&to | 


132, 16, 


Nature, but that perhaps leſs and fewer 
than any other diſtin& ſort of Men; 
But if their Faults were greater than 
ever they have really been,or than ever 
Malice could miſrepreſent them 151t 
therefore equal, that the Miſcarriage of 
ſome ſhould derogate from the Reputz- 
tion, or Prejudice rhe Welfare of the 
whole Order ? yet fo blind, as well s 
bitter is ſome Men's Zeal, that the) 
think they do God and their Country 


good Scrvice, in purſuing them all with | 
the | 


the common Imperfections of mortal | 
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the ſame cry, and running them down 
together with an indiſcriminating Rage; 
asif they were the greateſt Enemies of 
our Peace and Proſperity, and that 
there were a touch of the * Biſhop in all 
our Evils, and Inconveniencies. But 
without offering at any Vindication, 
(which indeed would be belides my pre- 
ſent Purpoſe) it may not be amils per- 
haps, for the furthering the Humiliation 
ofthis Day, to conſider, that they who 
began with the Church before, ended 
with the Crown 3; and tho at firſt they 
pretended a Quarrel only with our E- 
piſcopacy, they ſoon proceeded to pour 
Contempt upon Princes and Nobles, and 
to make havock of Royalty it ſelf 3 and 
that when it was moſt happily ſeated in 
ſo Wiſe, ſo Holy, and' ſo Graciousa 
King, and all under a great ſhew of 
{eal for the Goſpel, and the Purity of 
Religion. 

But how far this was from the true 
and genuine Spirit of the Goſpel, from 
the Dodrine of our Saviour, and the 
Ads of his Apoſtles, may be eafily in- 
ferred from what you have heard ; and 
particularly from the Practice of our 


| bt, Paul, who tho when a *Phariſce, he 
| thought hedid God and Religion goo 
- yp | 
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| Service, 1n perſecuting the Church ; yet 


when once a Chriſtian, he thinks only of 


; preaching the Goſpel; He who before 


breathed out nothing but Threatnings and 


| Slaughter; after his Converſion, only 
' exhorts, entreats with all Long-ſuffering, 
' and beſeecheth by the Mercies of Gad ; 
' Not that our Apoſtle was leſs concerned 


for the Intereſts of Chriſtianity, than 
for thoſe of his former Religion, but 
better inſtruged in the way of promo- 


| ting them, viz. by the Miniſtry of Re- 


conciliation, preaching among the Gen- 
tiles the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, and 
by propounding the great Benefits and 
Bleſſings of the Goſpel, as the moſt pow- 


' erful Advocates for its Entertainment, 


2 Cor.s.1l. 


and if at any time he makes uſe of the 
Terrors of the Lord, it isnot to perſecute, 
but to perſwade Men. 

How far Civil Magi'trates may by 


» Threatnings and Puniſhments compel 


Men to ſerve God, and keep his Com 
mandments, is not the matter of out 
preſent Enquiry, we ſee what is the 
proper Duty of thoſe of St. Pauls Or- 
der, and what work is like to proſper 
beſt in their hands, when -they have 
to do either with thoſe at Rome, or al} 


other Sefs of Erroneous Oren," ” 
Il 


I 
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Diligence and. Faithfulne(s in preach- 
mg of the Goſpel; and ſo 1 come to the 
third and laſt Particular. 


Ill. That thoſe who are commiſſunated 
to the Office of the Miniſtry, oug/t 
to be ready, and reſolute in the dij- 
charge of it. 


The excellent Dr. Hammond, hath 
well obſerved that the whole well-being 
of the Chriſtian Church, which conſiſts 
in Unity, as the well-being of a Body, 
in the Health of itz nay, the very Be- 
ing it ſelf, which conſiſts in the Truth 
of the Dodtrines, and Obedience to the 
Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, depends in 
an eminent manner upon the due Qua- 


| lification of thoſe who are intruſted 


with the Office bf Teaching, in the 
Church; and although the beſt of us 
are not ſufficient for fo worthy an Em- 
ployment, yet the worſt of us are ob- 
liged to do our beſt, and to be ready 
# much as in us lies, to preach the (30/- 
fel, to reaſon according to our Ability, 
and Proportion, as our great Apoſtle 
did of Temperance and "Righteouſneſs 
and Judgment to come, and ſhewing out 
of a good Converſation, our Works with 
meekne(s of Wiſdom, taking heed unto our 
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ſelves and to our DoGrine that-1n ſo di- 
ing wemayboth ſave our ſelves,and themthat 
hear us. Studying to ſhew our ſelves appro- 
ved unto God, Work-men that need not to 


/ be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of 


Truth z being gentle unto all Men, apt ty 


"teach, patient in Meekneſs, inſtrulting 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelues, if God per- 
adventure will give them Repentance, tothe 
' acknapoledging of the Truth, and that 


they may recover themſclues out of the 


' Snare of the Devil, who are taken Captine 
by bis Will ; as our Apoſtle exhorts Tj- 
' mothy. 


We muſt not be wanting in declaring 


: to our People the whole Connſel of God; 

being ready to inſtruct the Ignorant, and 
' toreduce the Erronepus by all good 
' Means, and to fortif 


them, what. we 
can, againſt the Aflaults and Artifices of 
Seducers, who lie in wait to deceive, 
and make a Prey of them 3 and more 


-eſpecially at this Time, to fore-warn 
: them of the great Evils and Dangers of 
| Popery : That whilſt the Kirg and the 
| *Parlianent take care to ſecure all the 
; Pablick Intereſts, by Inſtruments of 
: their own; we alſo may, by the Word 


of our proper Miniſtry, endeayour to 


' ſtop. the Progrefiion of ſuch Errors, 


which, 
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which, as we have heard, are ſo very de- 
firuftive of Chriſtiav Religion, and 
hurtful to the Souls of Men ; perſug- 
ding withal, what we can, to Unity and 
brotherly Agreement among our ſclves, 
that we may thereby ſtrengthen and 
double our Guards, againſt fo powerful 
and Subtil an Enemy. 

If the Credit of Religion, the Glory 
of God, the Souls of our * Brethren, be 
dear unto us; what can we do leſs, than 
by a juſt and mild Defence of the 
Truth, ſeek the Reclaiming of ſuch as 
are gone aſtray, and the Eſtabliſhment 
of them who are weak in Judgment, 


| but({incere in Aﬀedtion, willing i al/ 


things to live honeſily and peaceably e 

How much doth it concern us, by 
conſtant Pai-, full Catechifing, and 
Preaching, firſt to ground and inſtrut 
ſimple People in the Religion of the 
Goſpel, the Principles of Chriſtiamity ; 
and then to inform them of the Devices 
of Satar, the wily Methods of Im- 
poltors, leſt by fair Words, and enti- 
cing Speeches, they . beguile the Hearts of 
the Simple and Ge f It concerns 
us, to warn Men of the infe&ious and 
dangerous Nature of Hereſy, the Mil 


Chief of Schiſzz, the vile and pernicious 


Deſigns 
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' Deſigns of ſome plauſible Pretenderstg 
Holineſs, and the Spirit of Truth, (which 
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every truly Chriſtian Heart cannot but 


| paſſionately regret ) who go about to 
| turn Men to another Goſpel, by con. 


; verting firſt the Scripture, the Inw. | 


Fl * 


vation, Life, Death, "KeſurreGion, and 


: Aſcenſion of our Lord Chriſt, into vain 
: and fantaſtical AZegories 3 as it is too 
| notoriouſly known, the Familiſts ſome- 
' timesdid, and more than a Suſpicion 
' that the @xakers do at preſent. Thelc 


things would be plainly repreſented to 


the leſs knowing Parts of our Congre- | 


gations, and all together would be dif: 


creetly and ſoberly told of the Danger | 


of *Popery, Socinianiſm, as well as En- 
—_— Pretenſfions 3 there being a 
conſiderable Number of each Fattion 
driving on their diſtin& Intereſts among 
us, and have already turned many from 
the Faith. 

But becauſe this:way of publick Tex 
ching and Admonition, 1s more proper- 
ly my ſingle Duty, than any others in 
this Place 3 and becaufe I hope I have 
in a good meaſure diſcharged it at this 


Time; and being readyalſo, with Gods 
gracious Aſſiſtance, as mnch 4s in m 


lies, to purſue it upon all fitting Occalr | 
ons, | 


OT 
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to them that are at Rome alſo. 


ons, I ſhall conclude my *Preaching 
with a twofold "Prayer : 


1. To You, my beloved Hearers ; 
and then, 

2, To Almighty God : And to both 
in the Words of our Apoitle. 


1. Firſt, to you who hear me this 
day 3 That you would mark then which 
cauſe Diviſions, or broach Errors, con- 
trary to the DoFrine which you have heard, 
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Rom. 16. 17. 


and avoid them; And I beſeech you by 


the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt,that there 
be no Diviſjons,or Schiſms amongſt you but 
that you be perfely joyned together in the 
ſame mind, and in the ſame Fudgment. 
That inſtead of repining at little Incon- 
veniences, you would be much, and 
frequent in ſerious Thankfulneſs to 
our moſt merciful Father, for the Li- 
berty, Purity, and Peace of the Goſpel, 
praying to Gud ( which isall you have 
to do) that thoſe things which are a- 
miſs either in Church or State may be 
better,and praiſing him that they areno 
worſe ; This I beg of you, in the next 
place, 


1 Cor; x, 10, 
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2. I ſhall pray to Almighty God, (and 
Thopethatyou will all joyn heartily with 


Rom, 15. 5, ME) that the God of Patience will grant 


to be like 2rinded one towards an- 


your 

ther after the example of Feſus Chrif 
' that you may with one mind and with me 
: mouth glorifie God, even the Father of 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


ow the Lord in Mercy look, down 
from Heaven npor bis Church and faith- 
ful *People 3, bring his Truth to light more 
and more, diſpel the Mzſts of Ignorance, 


| remove_all ns of Offence, ſettle 


Peace and Truth, proſper t Jn 


' Grace, build us up in Faith and Holiner, 
' and unite the Hearts of his "People in 
: Lowe, that they may dire their Courſe by 
. one "ule, walk in one Way, until we al 
' receive the End of our Faith, the Salus- 
' Fion of our Souls, through Jeſus Chrilt 
: our Lord, to Whom, with the Father, and 
; the Holy-Ghoft, be all Honour, Glory, and 
' Praiſe, now and for evermore, Amen. 


ERRA4AT 4. 


Ape 27+ line 1. for Dommick, reade Damian. 
P. 62.1. 32. rcade Amyraut, P. 67. I. 20.r. 
ſhrewdeſt. |. 9. r. Deſigners. P. $2. 1.6. f.greateſt, 
r. gentleſt, P. 87.1.5. ft. As, r. Arts. P. 88.1.16. 
after who, add are, P. 59. 1.11. ft. thankful, r. 
thanked. 1.13. r. Draco. P. 90.1. 22. to violence, 


add of. P. 92.1, 22, r- Circumcellions, P. 99. 1. 13. 
P. 104.1. 13. add to by, bim at. 


f. the, r. their. 
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